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THEOLOGICAL 


Defective Views of Human Depravity. 


Messrs. Editors: tn your number 
for July, there is an excellent extract 
from a paper im the Christian Ob- 
server, relative to the prevalent and 


most important theological errors of 


the day. 1 am pleased that it is in- 
tended to continue that paper tll the 
whole of it shall be exhibited to your 
readers, One of the errors consi- 
dered, in the part which you have 


extracted, is an inadequate view of 


the real extent of man’s ruin and de- 
pravity. Ifthe remarks of the writer, 
apon the defective exhibition of the 
zreat and fundamental doctrine of the 
depravity of human nature, were ap- 
plicable to the discourses and instruc- 
tions of many preachers in England, 
they could not have been better 
adapted to them than they are now, 


we fear, to too many of the clergy of 


this country. ‘Though the doctrine 
of our Church, as exhibited in her 
Articles, Homilies, Liturgy, and the 
works of our most eminent and stand- 
urd writers, is, on this point, so plain, 
so full, and so thorough ; though our 
clergy are the last that can be charged 
with want of attachment to whatever 
is connected with their Church ; the 
Jastthat can be accased of not pro- 
fessing the most strict adherence to 
VOL. IV.—No. 2. 
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all her doctrines, and of not speaking 
in the highest terms of whatever she 
has adopted ; yet it is a melancholy 
truth, that not only among the people 
under their instructions, but among 
themselves, in the conversations and 
public discourses of many, this main 
feature of scriptural truth will be 
found almost unnoticed and unknown, 
{or else so covered over with glosses, 
so hid from observation, or so dis- 
torted from its true shape and appear- 
ance, that one of real acquaintance 
with Christian doctrine can scarcely 





recognize its character. Some there 
are who never have thought the sub- 
ject of sufficient importance to merit 
the devotion of one whole discourse 
to its discussion and explanation, 
though the framers of our Articles 
considered it of so much importance 
as to employ one of their longest ar- 
ticles exclusively in its statement. 
When the doctrine does chance im 
any shape to appear in their sermons, 
it is usually introduced in a manner 
so hasty, in language so general, in 
a way so timid, and in a few sentences 
so short, obscure, and unenforced, 
that, though the keen eye of-a critic 
may discover its appearance, the dull 
vision of the ignorant, and especially 








the languid attention of the uncon- 
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cerned, are not only insensible of its ||and carnal hearts of those to whom 
truth and importance, but uncon-|ithey spake? If we would display the 
scious that it has even been spoken |itruth, and enforce it; if we would 
of. There are other ministers whose || follow in the steps of Jesus, and imi- 
discourses are not so defective on/|/tate the preaching of the Apostles ; 
this point, from whose pulpit exer-jjin as much as the carnal mind, now 
cises, an ordinary congregation, with jas ever, “‘ is enmity against God ;” 


a little more than ordinary attention, 
can gather that they believe some 
doctrine which charges human _ na- 
ture with depravity—which charges 
all mankind with some native corrup- 
tion, from the dominion of which they 
must be delivered before they can be 
saved; but further than this, as to 
any accurate idea of what the preach- 
er means by this depravity ; how far 
he thinks it extends, what its conse- 
quences are, and what station the 
doctrine occupies in relation to the 

neral scheme of the Christian re- 
igion, they are left entirely in the 


we must expect to be denounced as 
enthusiasts, and we will frequently 
offend and violently arouse the pride 
jand prejudices of our unconverted 
hearers. As to the doctrine in ques- 
tion, whatever be considered its na- 
ture, whatever be thought of the true 
extent of human depravity, no one 
of the least pretence to an acquaint- 
ance with the Bible, can deny that 
the doctrine was considered of sufhi- 
cient importance by the inspired wri- 
ters to be spoken of pointedly in al- 
most every chapter of the New Tes- 
tament, and distinctly alluded to and 








dark. The tault of these ministers || embraced in every page. They pre- 
is, commonly, that either they have |jsented it in the front of their dis- 


obscure and indefinite notions them- 
selves of the extent and consequences 
of human depravity, or else that they 
perceive in the truth so much that 
1s calculated to offend the pride, or 
shock the sensibilities, or wound the 
delicacy, of their audience, that, 
though they cannot in conscience 
emit the mention of this doctrine 
sometimes, they are afraid to present 
it in the simple, plain, unvarnished 
and humiliating style in which the 
Scriptures display it. This fear of 
man is an awful snare to ministers ; 
this unwillingness to speak, and bold- 
ly and earnestly to enforce the truth, 
whether men wil] hear, or whether 
they will forbear, is the crying sin of 
numbers, and the great reason that no 
more sinners are converted under 
their ministry. It is not the smallest 
argument against the truth or the ex- 
pediency of any portion of one’s dis- 
courses, that the ungodly are offended 
at them. Were not the discourses of 
our blessed Master full of offence to 
his hearers? Did not the Apostles suf- 
fer death because their doctrines and 
preaching were opposed to the pride 





courses ; they treated it as a main ar- 
ticle of the Christian creed; they 
pressed it, whether offence was the 
consequence or riot: so have the 
framers of our Articles and Liturgy 
done ; so do the Homilies most emt- 
nently ; and so did those eminent wor- 
thies and learned and pious divines of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, to 
whom their successors are accustom- 
ed to look for some of the chief or- 
naments of religion, and best exam- 
ples of life, doctrine, and usefulness 
Ministers who are deficient as above 
represented, are in the habit of ex- 
cusing themselves by supposing that 
; the doctrine is so evident that it needs 
no proof, or so common that the bare 
mention of it is sufficient, or so wel! 
known as pertaining to the Christian 
creed, that it is needless to enforce 
its importance. But they think too 
well of their congregations. The 
people in general are not so well ac- 
quainted with the doctrines of the 
Church, and the grounds upon which 
they are supported ; nor are they so 
much in the habit of thinking and ex- 
amining for themselves ; nor are they 
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so fixed in attention upon every sen- 
tence and word of a sermon, that 
they do not need a full, and clear, 
and forcible exposition of every 
Christian doctrine to be over and 
over again, by every variety of illus- 
tration, and all the arts of arresting 
attention, enforced upon their memo- 
ries and their consciences. A careful 
examination into the knowledge and 
belief of our congregations, would 
lead many ministers to perceive, what 
they perhaps little suspect, that 
among those who are very regular in 
attendance upon the service of the 
Church, and even those who are tre- 
quent in professing the most devoted 
attachment to her doctrines, and are 
considered as most excellent Episco- 
palians, there is a melancholy igno- 
rance of the most essential and pecu- 
liar points, not only of Christian ex- 
perience, but of Christian belief; and 
an infidelity, often, which is so unin- 
formed as not even to know that it ts 
infidelity, upon some doctrines which 
are woven up with the very texture 
of our Prayer Book. The doctrine of 
the depravity of human nature, is one 
especially about which the laity, there 
ts reason to believe, will be found, 
in many places, entirely uninformed. 
While they call themselves Episco- 
palians, are loud in their eulogies 
upon what they call the distinguish- 
ing principles of our Church, and 
love the Prayer Book almost as much 
as the Bible, and talk of it a great 
deal more; they scarcely know what 


you mean by that original sin of which | 
it speaks so plainly, and will call you} 


a Methodist, or a ranter, or an en- 
thusiast, if you give them a Scriptural 
and an Episcopal representation of its 
meaning. A great part of the fault of 
this, after we have given the innate 
indisposition to receive the truth, 
which all by nature possess, its just 
share of the blame; must be imputed 
to the negligent or defective instruc- 
tions of the minister. Though the 
exertions of no clergyman, however 
diligent he may be. will ever avail to 
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prevent all unbelief and erroneous 
conceptions from mingling in his con- 
gregation, yet it will be found, that 
wherever the minister is urgent upon 
the doctrines of the Church, his peo- 
ple are informed, and are generally 
orthodox. That kind of preaching 
which the people want, and in which 
ministers are too defective, 18 a sys- 
tematic, plain, full,and energetic treat- 
nent of the doctrine in question, te 
show what is meant by it; how far 
it is carried ; upon what evidences it 
is grounded ; the consequences which 
ensue from it; and what connection 
it has with the most important doc- 
trines of the Christian system. It is 
/not enough to give the people once 
|in a year or two, such a representa- 
tion as this. The subject must ap- 
pear in some shape or other, con 
cisely or more at large, in almost 
every discourse. We are not advo» 
| cating the practice of always preach- 
ing upon the depravity of man, ot 
twisting every text to a bearing on 
this point, and beginning regularly 
with the fall of Adam, and tracing 
the smner through all the stages of 
his experience, to his reception into 
heaven ; but we are advocating such 
an habitual weaving up of this and 
the other essential doctrines of the 
Gospel, in almost every discourse, as 
that they may appear what they are, 
the stnews of Christianity, and be so 
frequently introduced to the recol- 
lection of the people, that their im- 
portance can never be forgotten. It 
is of the utmost consequence that 
correct views should be entertained 
and communicated in relation to this 
topic, because we think it lies at the 
base of the Christian system, and be- 
cause experience as well as reflec- 
tion teaches that our views of almost 
all the other most important doctrines 
are necessarily measured and regu- 
lated by our opinions of this. That 
all the doctrines of Christianity are 
connected one with another, that 
they mutually depend upon each 
other, and that all the others depend 














—— 


ee - + ¢ 
pe Rag oan Ee eee ES | So 


— on Dense: ntnes 











36 Defective Views of Human Depravity. 


on the one doctrine—the depraved, 
lost, and perishing condition of man 
without a Saviour and without the 
grace of God, we presume no pro- 
fessing Christian will deny. So much 
do the other doctrines take their ori- 
gin and shape from the depravity of 
man, that, by a little observation, we 
will perceive that the prominence, 
importance, and extent, in which mi- 
nisters exhibit any one of the pecu- 
liar truths of Revelation, such as the 
need of a Saviour, the helplessness 
and misery of man, his total depend- 
ence upon divine grace, and his need 
of the converting and sanctifying in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, are alto- 
gether in proportion to the extent to 
which he carries his notions of hu- 
man depravity, and to the importance 
he gives it, in his public discourses. 
If his views be just on this point; if 
they go so far as the Articles and Ho- 
milies of the Church, and the Scrip- 
tures of all Christendom, direct him; 
or, in other words, if he believe in 
what is termed the total depravity of 
human nature, it will necessarily fol- 
low, (in case he is a consistent and 
intelligent theologian,) that he will 
maintain the strictest opinions of the 
necessity of spiritual regeneration, not 
by baptism, or necessarily in baptism, 
but by the Holy Ghost, converting 
the sinner from the love of sin to the 
love of God, raising him *‘ from the 
death of sin to the life of righteous- 
ness,’ and making him altogether, as 
to every moral quality and feature, a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. From 
the same premises, he will infer the 
helplessness of the sinner, not only 
to change his heart, but to attempt, 
and even desire to change it ; his per- 
fect dependence upon the grace of 
God preventing him, (as the Article 
says,) that he may have a good will 
and working with him when he has that 
will. From the same premises, he 
will infer the complete inefficacy of 
any human righteousness. in the least 
to recommend the sinner to the fa- 
your of God ; that “* works done be- 
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fore the grace of Christ and the in- 
spiration of his Spirit, are not plea- 
sant to God;” that “ good works 
which are the fruits of faith, (to con- 
tinue in the words of our Articles,) 
cannot put away our sins, and endure 
the severity of God’s judgment,” and 
cannot even assist in putting away our 
sins ; that “* we are accounted right- 
eous before God only for the merit et 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,” 
and that we are made partakers of 
the merit of Christ, not because we 
are worthy, or have done any thing 
meritorious, but by farth, and out of 
the mere freeness and sovereignty of 
his grace. But, on the contrary, if 
his views be defective on this point, 
just in proportion as he departs from 
the strict and humiltating doctrine of 
the Scriptures, will all bis other no- 
tions of Christian doctrines depart 
from the Scriptures likewise. He 
will entertain imperfect, confused, 
obscure, and meagre opinions of the 
necessity and nature of being born 
again of the Holy Ghost; he will 
fritter away the Saviour’s doctrine of 
the new-birth to something which 
need but affect a part of the sinner, 
or which only a portion of mankind, 
the peculiarly wicked require, or 
which consists principally in external 
reformation, or a change from infi- 
delity to a Christian profession, or in 
being baptized and admitted to a mem- 
bership in the visible Church. He 
will think something of the ability of 
man to make himself a Christian, and 
will, in his real sentiments, though 
unconsciously perhaps, contradict the 
Article when it says, ‘* the condition 
of man ts such, that he cannot turn 


;and prepare himself, by his own na- 


tural strength and good works, to 
faith and calling upon God.” He will 
insist but little, in his preaching, up- 
on the necessity of divine grace to 
raise the soul from the death of sin ; 
but little on the absolute necessity of 
a change of heart and the influences 
of the Spirit; of the dependence of 
the sinner upon the hand of God ta 
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raise him up, to guide and support 
him through the whole course of his 
pilgrimage. He will think that hu- 
man works are not so sinful and un- 
worthy but that they may have some 
effect in procuring forgiveness ; and 
he may go so far a to maintain, that 
though the righteousness of Christ be 
essential to salvation, yet tt is not by | 
it alone that a moral and good-doing 
man is forgiven, but, by tts unton 
with the sinmer’s own good works, 
supplying their deticienctes and co- | 
vering their unperiections. H 
The difference in the preaching of | 
persons of such diferent views, 1s as } 
striking as the difference of their 
theology. Those of the former de- 
scription are generally earnest, fer- | 
| 








veat, strict and spiritual, in their | 
discourses, addressing the souls of 
their people ; aiming directly at their 
salvation ; fearless of offending them 
by declaring the truth, however hu- 
miliating and offensive to the carnal 
mind the truth may be ; and showing 
in all their ministry a consciousness 
that they are dealing with sinners, 
with the enemies of God, who must 
be converted before they can be sav- 
ed, whose conversion is no easy and 
inconsiderable task, and whose life 
and death, to all eternity, depend 
upon the success of their labours. 
But those of the latter description 
will generally be found partaking in 
the style and manner of their minis- 
try, of the coldness, and looseness, 
and compromizing spirit of their 
theology ; not mach in prayer with 
their people ; not frequent or very 
urgent in addressing them; rather 
observing the duties of their office as 
those of a profession, than as the du- 
ties of ambassadors of Christ and the 
chosen methods of servants to do their 
Master’s will; heavy in the spirit of 
their discourses ; speaking over the 
people more than to them, and cen- 
suring sin in general, more than their 
people’s sin in particular. Their 
subjects are abstract, and seldom prac- 








tical; they qualify almost all their 
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denunciations, and seldom speak ma 
manner calculated to alarm the im- 
penitent and arouse the careless. As 
great a difference might be pointed 
out in the congregations of these two 
descriptions of ministers ; but there 
is not room to carry these remarks 
any further. Perhaps some other 
correspondent may take up the sub- 
ject. An essay upon the real doc- 
trine of the Church on the sulject 
of the depravity of human nature, 
particularly as to the extent of that 
depravity, would be very useful to 
your readers; and it is earnestly 
hoped that some able correspondent 
will favour the Repertory by pre- 
paring such an one for its pages. 
Yours. BPC. 


Remarks on certain prevailing Theological 
Errors. 
(Continued trom page 9.) 


6. L have been carried to a greater 
length than | intended in the above 
remarks ; but may I be permitted to 
add here, that in the view which I 
take of the low and deficient tone of 
religious sentiment which is now un- 
der consideration, | have frequently 
thought there ts a want of a distinet 
acknowledgment of the doctrine of the 
special grace of God, in the strict 
sense of that term, as the origin of 
salvation to ruined sinners, the only 
source of every blessing, the spring 
of repentance, faith, obedience, and 
everlasting life. The accountable- 
ness, indeed, of man ; his obligation to 
the Divine law; the necessity of ad- 
dressing him as a reasonable crea- 
ture, and calling him to repent and 
believe the Gospel; the duty of re- 
pentance and faith; the inexcusable- 
ness of those who go on in impeni- 
tence and unbelief, and the final con- 
demnation of the ungodly arising sole- 
ly from their own sin and guilt, are 
truths of the very first magnitude. I 
need not here repeat the sense I en- 
tertaia of the danger of any such re- 
presentations of the impotency ofman, 
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or of the grace of God, as appear to 
weaken their force. But our expli- 
cation of these primary truths, as 
well as of all the other parts of re- 
ligion, must be connected with the 
clear and full exhibition of the doc- 
trine of the grace of God. This 
must on no pretext be obscured or 
concealed. If we zre not called on to 
reconcile all the various truths which 
are commonly supposed to be neces- 
sarily involved in this great point, we 
certainly are called on to teach them, 
so far as they are explicitly revealed 
in the holy Scriptures. 

‘“* By grace are ye saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God ; not of works, lest any 
man should boast ; for we are his work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in them.”’ 
‘“‘He hath saved us, and called us 
with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began.”” * It is not of him that will- 
eth, nor of him that runneth, but of 
God that showeth, mercy.” ‘ Even 
so then at this present time also there 
is a remnant according to the election 
of grace ; and if by grace, then is it 
no more of works ; otherwise grace 
is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then is it no more grace; 
otherwise work is no more work.” 
* Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 


blessed us with all spiritual blessings 


in heavenly places in Christ, accord- 
ing as he hath chosen us in him be- 
fore the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love ; having predesti- 
nated us unto the adoption of chil- 
dren by Jesus Christ unto himself, 
according to the good pleasure of 
his will.” ‘ Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit 
unto obedience, and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ.” ‘ Give dili- 
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|gence to make your calling and elec- 
tion sure.”’ 
Such ts the language of the unerr- 
ing oracles of God, and such, in its 
sada] should be the language 
of our discourses. I am fully ready 
to admit that expositions of some of 
the deeply mysterious truths connect- 
ed with the above and similar a- 
ges are not essential to the Chris- 
tian life and experience. That I do 
more than admit that they ought not 
to be rashly and excessively inculcat- 
ed; that | consider such crude and 
unscriptural effusions as in the last de- 
gree pernicious ; I have, I trust, suf- 
ficiently shown in my former paper. 
‘But t do not, stop here ; | am ready 
‘further tovdflow that on many occa- 
i sions-—ifi the conduct, for instance, of 
‘a religious periodical miscellany like 
your own—there may be a propriety 
‘in not taking any decided part as to 
the particular explication of them, 
from a just consideration of the mis- 
chiefs of theological controversy, and 
froma recollection of the distinguish- 
ed piety and learning which are rang- 
ed on each side of the question. All, 
therefore, that | would here contead 
for, is, that the above and similar 
passages, as they stand in Holy Writ, 
ought to have their due place in our 
course of pastoral instruction; for 
this plain reason, that they are found 
to have a place in the inspired re- 
cords. In the first exposition, in- 
deed, of the truths of Christianity to 
an uninformed congregation, let the 
discourses of the Apostles, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, be our model, 
But, on the same principle, when a 
considerable number of truly convert- 
ed persons are to be gradually car- 
ried forward to the full reception of 
Divine truth, let the doctrine of the 
same Apostles, in their various Epis- 
tles, be the object of our strict imita- 
tion. Whatever place such passages 
as | have quoted occupy in the Epis- 
tles to the Romans, Corinthians, 
Ephesians, &c. and for whatever ends 
they are there employed, a similar 
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place should they occupy for similar 
ends, so far as human infirmity will al- 
low, in our own ministraiions, The 
reason of men is not to be hstened to, 
when it would conceal any part of the 
revelation of God. No one word of 
the Holy Spirit can ever be safely dis- 
regarded. All Divine declarations 
are not only true, but right ; the very 
best possible of all statements, the 
dictate of eternal wisdom, mercy and 
righteousness. To be silent where 
God speaks, is as culpable as to speak 
where God is silent. The disposition, 
which | fear is common among the 
class of ministers whose sentiments | 
am considering, to dread the very 
mention of terms which abound in the 
Holy Scriptures, is surely more than 
suspicious. But here I stop. The 
whole of what I would ask for on this 
branch of the subject is, a simple ad- 
herence to the language ofinspiration, 
and to that alone, independently of all 
human comments. For with regard 
to the minute exposition of some of 
these particular truths, (1 speak of 
those which relate tothe Divine will, ) 
it is not always possible, it is seldom 
necessary——I may say, it is not even 
desirable to attempt it. Even as to 
the more general explication of them, 
to which we may sometimes be call- 
ed, the utmost caution is necessary, 
the utmost fear of temerity as to our- 
selves, the most entire exercise of 
Christian charity towards others ; for 
dogmatism and conceit are dangerous 
beyond conception here. We can 
scarcely go beyond the language of 
the Holy Ghost on such topics with 
any security. 

But surely there is another part 
of the truths contained in the above 
and similar passages which stands on 
a widely different ground. The doc- 
trine of the special favour and grace 
of God, as the only source of con- 
version and salvation, is quite exempt 
from all fair controversy. On this 
point it is ourduty to speak out. We 
must not, we cannot, I think, consci- 
entiously be indifferent. -Whatever 











a CO CTE SR 


our particular views of the texts re- 
lating to the secret will of God ve! 
be, this fundamental truth, whic 

lies on the very surface of the Scrip- 
tures, is to be openty and fully ex- 
plained to our people. We may sus- 
pend our judgment on topics of ab- 
struse and awful contemplation, but 
we must not suspend it on the great 
and commanding truth of the distin- 
guishing grace of God. This can no 
more be considered by a truly pious 
minister as a matter of debate, than 


the doctrine of the fali of man, or of 


the work of the Holy Ghost, with 
which it is inseparably connected, 1 


need not say how much itis obscured — 


inourday. [need not say how near- 
ly many seem at times to approach 
the Semipelagian heresy. 1 think it 
very important for young divines to 
understand the bearings of the differ- 
ent parts of this subject. [fam sure 


we never can expect the blessing of 


God on our ministry, if the doctrine 
of his free favour and mercy is weak- 
ened or concealed. This great prin- 
ciple, thus separated from disputable 
tenets, has far more to do with every 


other part of evangelical truth than 


might at first sight be imagined. It 
gives the right tone tothe whole. It 
stamps the real character of our mi- 
nistry. It tends immediately and ne- 
cessarily, when scripturally taught, 
to abase man as a sinner; to glorify 
God; to excite to penitence and pray- 
er; to display the grace, and enlarge 
our yiews of the work and interces- 
sion of our adorable Lord; to pro- 
mote gratitude, humility, and obedi- 
ence; to increase our sense of de- 
pendence on the Holy Ghost; to a- 
waken hope, and joy, and love, in 
our Christian walk ; and to teach us 
in what strength we are to follow 
and obey our Saviour. The omis- 
sion of it, on the contrary, tends, 
both in itself and in the disposition of 
mind to which it almost infallibly 
leads, to a covert but dangerous mea- 
sure of pride and self-righteousness ; 
to a dislike of strictly scriptural lan- 
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guage on various important topics ; 
toa misapprehension of the nature of 
the Gospel ; to a reliance in some de- 
gree on our own power and strength; 
to an undervaluing of the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, and a general 
coldness in our love, gratitude and 
obedience to God—not to mention 
that it gives too reasonable an occa- 
sion to excessive statements on the 
part of those who hold, as we con- 
ceive, high and disproportionate views 
of doctrinaltruth, But I hasten from 
a subject on which I need not say I 
speak with great apprehension, from 
a knowledge of the misconception to 
which, from the truths with which it 
stands connected, | fear it will ever 
be peculiarly liable, in order to men- 
tion, 

7. The defect which is, I conceive, 
commonly attached to those I have 
already noticed, of not insisting suffi- 
ciently on the Christian spirit and 
temper, the life of fatth, and the du- 
ties of obedience. The standard of 
religious practice is closely connect- 
ed with the standard of doctrine. 
The opposite errors of excessively 
high statements of religious truth, 
and excessively low, unite, as ex- 
tremes are frequently found to do, in 
this respect. ‘They both tend to re- 
fax the obligations of duty, and lower 
the tone of genuine feeling. They 
both introduce, from opposite quar- 
ters, so many allowances and conces- 
sions into their code of morals, asto 
weaken, in many important respects, 
the force of the Divine law as the 
rule of conduct, and the efficacy of 
evangelical principle as the source of 
obedience. We must ever recollect 
that the Gospel is a remedy for man ; 
and this remedy loses all its effect ex- 
cept as it is made to bear on his dis- 
ease. The Christian life is a course 
of holy faith, spiritaal communion 
with God, tender circumspection, and 
unreserved devotedness. It delivers 
from the world; it unites to Christ ; 
it begins in a new and heavenly birth, 
and leads on to imcreasing degrees of 
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conformity toGod. We are brought 
back to God by the gift of justifying 
grace, in order that we may receive 
ihe “spirit of adoption, crying, Abba, 
Father.’ We are “ delivered from 
the hands of our enemies, that we 
may serve Him without fear, in holi- 
ness and righteousness before him all 
the days of our life.”’ Sanctification, 
in all the amplitude of the term, is 
the invariable concomitant, the ne- 








icessary effect, and the only satistac- 
| tory evidence of justification through 
‘the obedience unto death of the Son 
\of God. We cannot, indeed, be too 
considerate 2nd encouraging in ad- 
dressing the young or oppressed pe- 
initent, and we must always have com- 
|passion on those who are.overtaken 
‘in a fault, and restore them in the 
jspirit of meekness. But we must 
inot, we dare not, decline from the 
‘truth of the Gospel. Practteal reli- 
igion is, after all, the main difhiculty 
‘with such corrupt creatures as we 
‘are. We soon forget our highest du- 
ties ; those of the heart, and spirit, 
and temper; our walk with God, and 
‘our love to man. We forget that re- 
iligion is not a speculation, a senti- 
ment, a profession, but a new life, the 
inhabitation of God through the Spi- 
init. This bigh and ennobling princi- 
ple is not to be frittered away by dis- 
tinctions and refinements ; it is not 
to be brought down to the worldly es- 
timate of an enfeebled Christianity : 
it is not to be compromised or ener- 
vated by the tame dictates of a spu- 
rious prudence. It teaches us now, 
if we are true Christians, as it did 
those in the days of the Apostles, te 
** deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world.” Itleads 
us to ‘ put on, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness; long suffering.”’ It bids us to 
“come out from the world, and be 
separate, and touch not the unclean 
thing.” It plainly warns us that 
‘the friendship of the world is en- 
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mity with God: whosoever, there- 
fore, will be a friend of the world, is 
the enemy of God.” The class of 
ministers to whom we are now di- 
recting our attention, have need of 
the utmost vigilance on this point. 
All the efficiency of their instructions 
must vanish, if they allow their peo- 
ple to make a mistake here ; if they 
permit them to imagine that habits 
of self-indulgence and indolence, of 
worldly company and amusements, 
of ostentation and vanity, of ease and 
sensuality, on the one hand—or of 
evil tempers and passions, of slander 
and malice, of party-spirit and ca- 
price, of conceit and obstinacy, on the 
other—are consistent with a state of 
scriptural religious profession. On 
the contrary, the maintenance of a 
high standard of piety and obedience, 
notwithstanding the spirit of the 
times in which we live, is as essential 
a part of our doctrine, if we would 
expect the grace and blessing of 
God’s Holy Spirit, if we would adorn 
the Gospel, or promote the salvation 
and edification of the church, as any 
other branch of the great subject 
which we are destined to unfold. 

8. 1 might here conclude the re- 
marks which | have ventured with 
unteigned diffidence to offer, if it did 
not appear to me that the design of 
them would be incompletely accom- 
plished, were I not to add that many 
of the respectable and pious persons 
whom I have in view seem not suffi- 
ciently to have entered into the magni- 
tude and comprehension of the scheme 
of Christianity generally, as a revela- 
tion of the unutterable love of God in 
saving sinners by the gift of Jesus 
Christ. Some allusion has been made 
to this subject under the fourth head ; 
but [ here consider it in a far wider 
view. I then regarded it as a topic, 
! now resume it as the sum of Chris- 
tianity. Many, if not all the errors 
of a low system of religious truth, 
arise from not having the mind filled 
and enlarged with this astonishing 


theme, which ts the characteristic and 
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| distinguishing glory of the Bible, thai 
\** God hath so loved the world, that 
he gave his only-begotten Son, that 
|whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.”’ 
The entire volume of Revelation 
centres in this point. The doctrine 
of God in Christ Jesus reconciling the 
‘world unto himself, embraces in ef- 
fect everyother, The Old Testament 
prefigured and foretold this surpris- 
ing merey, as the New reveals and 
expounds it. It is impossible that 
ovr ministry should be scriptural or 
'snecessful, if we lose sight of this 
‘e¢rand and controlling subject, which 
| Inspires the whole revelation of hea 

iven. A multitude of minor prine- 
ples, difficult to be understood and 
felt separately ; a detail of systema- 
tic tenets, though ever so accurate ; 
the inculcation, however sincere, of 
dependent and secondary questions ; 
never did, never will, convert man- 
kind. It is utterably impracticable 
to exhibit these aright, to give them 
their due place, or employ them for 
their lecitimate ends, if the com- 
manding discovery of salvation by the 
grace of God in an incarnate Saviour 
be not well understood as the main 
revelation of Divine Mercy to a ru- 
ined world. ‘The ignorance and de- 
pravity of our fallen nature operate 
in general more against the truths of 
revealed than of natural religion. 
And it is to be expected that they 
should most especially oppose the 
vast plan of redemption in Christ 
Jesus. It is for this reason that the 
point | am now insisting on, is conti- 
nually in danger of being lost in the 
church, and, with it, the simplicity 
and grandeur of Christianity, the just 
apprehension of God’s leading design 
in Revelation, the high and compre- 
hensive ends of enlightened instruc- 
tion. Let this lofty conception of re- 
ligion once possess the heart by the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit, and 
our views of all the particulars of 
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their just bearing and position, as 
well as be attended with a new force. 
We shall direct our efforts to what 
ought to be their grand aim, the ac- 
complishment of God’s purposes of 
salvation in Christ Jesus. We shall 
feel the unity and magnitude of our 
object. A larger measure of the 
grace of the blessed Spirit will rest 
onourlabours. The previous truths 
to which | have adverted will break 
with clearer light and juster harmony 
upon our view. We shall dwell on 
them with a new propriety and ear- 
nestness, with greater warmth of af- 
fection, and greater purity of zeal.. 
The low and defective scheme of re- 
ligion, occupied tamely and ineffi- 
ciently about limited topics only, will 
yield to be a better state of feeling 
and a more enlarged apprehension of 
truth. Our statements will be plain 
and nervous, addressed to the con- 
science and heart, in *‘ the demon- 
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‘We shall neither be worldly and tem- 

| porizing instructers on the one hand. 

nor angry and prejudiced controver 

sialists on the other, but standing on 

the broad footing of scriptural truth, 

filled with its stupendous discoveries 

in Christ Jesus, and entering into the 

unspeakable love of God in Him, we 
shall discharge the ministry of recon- 
ciliation with the elevated and holy 
purpose of ‘“‘saving our own souls 
and those that hear us ;”’ of “ being 
pure from the blood of all men ;”’ of 
** pleasing not men but God, which 
searcheth the heart ;’’ of ** being in- 
stant in season, out of season, in de- 
livering our message of mercy ;”’ on- 
ly solicitous to obtain at last, through 
the grace of our Saviour, that trans- 
porting plaudit, ** Well done, good 
and faithful servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things; I will 
make thee ruler over many things ; 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 





stration of the Spirit and of power.”’ 
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From the Christian's Magazine. 
Remarks on the accounts of the Death of Da- 

vid Hume, Esq. and Samuel Finley, D. D. 

in the last No. , 

The common sense and feelings of 
mankind have always taught them to 
consider death as a most awful and in- 
teresting event. If it were nothing 
more than a separation from all that 
we love in this world; the dissolution 


}aided reason to remove. The mere 
possibility of our living hereafter, is 
enough to engage the attention of a 
wise man ; the probability of it is tov 
grave and affecting to leave an ex- 
cuse for indifference ; and the certain- 
ty with which the scriptures speak of 
it, as of an immortality of blessedness 
or of wo, allows to light and ludicrous 
speculations concerning it, no other 








of our bodies ; and the termination of 
our present mode of existence ; there 
would be sufficient reason for ap- 
proaching it with tender and solemn 
reflection. But when we add those 
anticipations of which very few, if 
any, can wholly divest themselves ; 
that scene of * untried being,” which 
lies before us; and especially that 
eternity which the Christian revela- 
tion unfolds, death becomes an ob- 
ject of unutterable moment ; and eve- 
ry sober thought of it bears upon the 
heart with a weight of solicitude 


character than that of the insanity of 
| wickedness. 

When that hour draws nigh which 
shall close the business of life, and 
summon the spirit to the bar of ‘* God 
who gave it,” all the motives to de- 
ception cease; and those false rea- 
sonings which blind the judgment, are 
dissipated. It is the hour of truth, 
and of sincerity. Such, at least, is 
the general fact, which cannot be in- 
validated by the concession that, in 
some instances, men have been found 
.to cherish their infatuation, and prac- 





which it is not in the power of un- 





tice their knavery, to the very last. | 
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Their number in places which enjoy 
the pure gospel, the only ones in our 
present view, is too small to make 
any perceptible difference in the a- 
mount; or to disparage that respect- 
ful credence with which the rustic 
and the sage listen to the testimony 
of a dying bed. 

By this testimony, the ‘gospel of 
the grace of God” has obtained, among 
every people and in every age, such 
strong confirmation, and has carried 
into the human conscience, such tr- 
resistible appeals for its truth, its 
power, and its glorious excellency, 
that its enemies have laboured with 
all their might, to discredit these tri- 
umphs. They have attacked the prin- 
ciple upon which the testimony of a 
dying believer rests. They have said 
that the mind, being necessarily en- 
feebled by the ravages of mortal dis- 
ease upon the body, is not a compe- 
tent judge of its own operations ; that 
the looks, the tears, the whole con- 
duct of surrounding friends, excite 
artificial emotions in the dying ; that 
superstition has a prodigious ascend- 
ency over their imagination ; that 
their joyful impressions of heaven 
are the mere reveries of a disturbed 
brain; that their serenity, their steady 
hope, their placid faith, are only the 
natural consequences of long habit, 
which never operates more freely 
than when the faculty of reflection ts 
impaired. All this, and more like 
this, do unhappy mortals who take, 
or pretend to take, pleasure in putting 
an extinguisher upon the light of life, 
detail with an air of superiority, as if 
they had fallen upon a discovery 
which merits the plaudits of the 
world. But were it even so—were 
the Christian victory over death only 
adream, it is a dream so sweet and 
blessed, that with the scourger of 
Lord Bolingbroke’s philosophy, | 
should “ account that man a villain 
that awoke me—awoke me to truth 
and misery.’’* But I am not going 

* Hunter's view of the philosophical charac- 
ter and writings of Lord Viscount Bolingbroke. 
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\to discuss this question. The poor in- 
‘fidel does not believe himself, and 
‘why should others believe him? 
| With one breath he endeavours to cry 
‘down the argument to be derived in 
; S 

‘favour of their religion, from the 
peaceful death of Christians; and with 
the next to enlist it in his own service. 
‘He omits no opportunity of celebrat- 
ing the intrepidity or composure dis- 
played by sceptical brethren in their 
‘last moments. Let the letter of Dr. 
Adam Smith, concerning the death of 
David Hume, Esq. reprinted in our 
‘last number, be a proof. Every sen- 
‘tence betrays his anxiety to set off 
his friend to the best advantage. The 
dullest observer cannot but perceive 
his design to compare Mr. Hume dy- 
‘ing an infidel, with a Christian dying 
‘in the faith of Jesus. Let us draw 
out, at length, that comparison which 
he has only insinuated ; and, that the 
eflect may be more decisive, let us 
remember, that the whole annals of 
unbelief do not furnish a more favour- 
able example than he has selected. 
Mr. Hume was a man of undisputed 
genius. His versatile talent, his in- 
tense application, his large acquire- 
ments, and his uncommon acuteness, 
place him, perhaps, at the head of 
those enemies of revelation who at- 
tempt to reason; as Voltaire stands 
without a rival among those who only 
scoff. He had, besides, what rarely 
belongs to the ascertained infidel, a 
good moral reputation. We mean 
that he was not addicted to lewdness, 
to drunkenness, to knavery, to pro- 
fane swearing,* or any of those gross- 


* On further recollection, we are compelled 
to deduct from Mr. Hume’s morality, his free- 
dom from profane swearing. For, in an ac- 
count of the life and writings of the Rev. Dr 
Robertson, the great historian, drawn up by 
| professor Dugald Stewart, there is a letter 
| from Mr. Hume to the Doctor, in which he 
| descends to the course and vulgar profanity of 
| the ale-house and the main-deck. To ask his 
| reverend correspondent, the principal of the 
| University of Edinburgh, the ecclesiastical 
' premier of the Church of Scotland, “ What 
| the devil he had to do with that old-fashioned, 








| dangling word, wherewith?” and to tell him, 
“| will see yon d—d sooner.” viz. than * swal- 
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er vices which are the natural and 
ordinary companions of enmity to the 
Gospel. For otherwise, as he la- 
boured to unsettle all fixed principles 
of belief; to overturn the whole sys- 
tem of moral obligation ; to obliterate 
a sense of God’s authority from the 
conscience ; and positively to imcul- 
cate the innocence of the greatest 
crimes, he must be accounted one of 
the most flagitiously immoral men 
that ever lived. 

His panegyrist, too, was a man of 
superior parts and profound erudi- 
tion. The name of Adam Smith will 
always rank high in the republic of 
letters; and will never be pronounced 
but with respect by the political eco- 
nomist. Mr. Hume can have lost no- 
thing, has possibly gained much, by 
the pen of his friend. Taking him, 
therefore, as the letter to Mr. Stra- 


flow your hath’’t—are such gross violations of 
decency, that unless Mr. Hume had been ac- 
customed to adorn his speech with similar ex- 
pletives, they never could have fouad their 
way into a familiar letter ; much Jess into a let- 
ter designed for the eye of a man to whom, 
considering his preeseion only, they were a 
direct insult. We do not wonder that Mr. 
Stewart should “ hesitate about the propriety 
of subjecting to the ecriticisins of the world so 
careless an effusion.”’ But, knowing, as we 
do, the urbanity of that gentleman’s manners, 
the elegance of his mind, and his high sense 
of decorum, we much wonder that his hesita- 
tion had not a different issue. We fear that 
all men of sobriety, we are sure that all men 
of religion, will refuse to accept Mr. Hume’s 
“ gayety and affection,” as an apology for his 
vileness ; or to let it pass off i the mask 
of “ playful and good-natured irony.” If a 
philosopher’s “ affection” must vent itself in 
ribaldry ; if he cannot be “ playful and good- 
natured” without plundering the waterman and 
scavenger of their appropriate phraseology, we 
own that his conversation has no attractions 
for us. Such a “ glimpse” as this letter af- 
fords, of the “ writer and his correspondent in 
habits of private intercourse,” is far from “sug- 
gesting not unpleasing pictures of the hours 
which they borrowed from business and stu- 
dy.’ But the most melancholy reflection is, 
that such intimacies and correspondences fur- 
nish an index of Dr. Robertson’s own charac- 
ter. The infidels never allowed that he had 
any thing of the Christian minister but his ca- 
nonicals and his sermons. With these excep- 
tions, they claimed him as their own, and their 
claim appears to have been too well founded. 


_ t An account of the life and writings of Wil- 
liam Robertson, D. D. prefixed to his works, 
p. 80, $1. 
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han represents him, let us contrast 
him with that servant of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, Dr. Samuel Finley. 

Whatever be a man’s opinions, one 
of his most rational occupations, in 
the prospect of leaving the world, is 
to look back upon the manner m 
which he has passed through it; to 
compare his duties with his conduct, 
and to inquire how far he deserves 
the approbation or the reproach of 
his own conscience. With a Chris- 
tian, this admits not of dispute. Nor 
will it be disputed by a Deist, who 
professes his faith in the being and 
providence of God, and a state of re- 
,wards and punishments hereafter, 
| proportioned to the degree of crime 
‘or of virtue here. ‘To such a one, 
|it is, upon hts own principles, a ques- 
‘tion of unspeakable importance whe- 
‘ther he shall commence his future 
lexistence with hopes of happiness, 
‘or with fears of misery? especially 
as he relies much upon the efficacy 
of penitence and prayer, in procur- 
‘ing forgiveness of his faults, indul- 
gence to his infirmities, and a general 
mitigation of whatever is unfavoura- 
.ble. Nay, the mortal Deist, or the 
: Atheist hinself, for they are not worth 
the trouble of a distinction, ought, 
for their own sakes in this life, to be 
so employed. If, with the rejection 
of all religious constraint, they have 
not also uprooted every affection of 
their nature, nothing could afford 
them more gratification, in the even- 
.ing of their days, than the conscious- 
ness of their having contributed some- 
thing to the mass of human comfort. 
In short, whether we argue upon 
ichristian, or unchristian grounds, it 
‘can be the interest of none but the 
worthless and the malignant, to shut 
their eyes upon their own history, 
and sink down in death, as a bullock 
drops uader the knife of his execu- 
tioner. 

Yet, strange as it may appear, and 
inconsistent as it certainly is with his 
high pretensions, there are few things 
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liberate retrospect of life. We say 
a deliberate retrospect; for it is un- 
deniable, that on many of those who, 
like the apostate Julian, waged m- 
placable war with the Galilean, con- 
science, recovering from its slum- 
bers, has, at thé hour of death or the 
apprehension of it, forced an unwilling 
and tormenting recollection of their 
deeds. The point of honour in their 
philosophy seems to be, and their ut- 
most attainment is, to keep complete- 
ly out of view, both the past and the 
future. This was evidently the case 
with Mr. Hume. Read over again Dr. 
Smith’s letter to Mr. Strahan, and you 
will not find a syllable from which 
you could gather that there is a here- 
after, a providence, ora God—not a 
sentence to indicate that Mr. Hume 
believed he had ever committed a sin ; 
or was, in any respect, an accountable 
being. 

Turn now away from the philoso- 
pher, and hear what a believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ has to say. Melt- 
ing into gratitude for that mercy 
which he had received form his hea- 
venly Father, he goes back to the com- 
mencement of his Christian course, 
and desires histriend to pray, that 
God “would be pleased to fet him 
feel just as he did at that time when 
he tirst closed with Christ,”’ and the 
rapture of his soul came near to the 
blessedness of heaven. With deep 
humility he owns his sinfulness ; not 
a whisper of extenuation or apology 
does he utter—* | know not in what 
language to speak of my own unwor- 
thiness—I have been undutiful.”” Bat 
with great tenderness, as in the pre- 
sence of the Omniscient, he attests 
his satisfaction with time spent in his 
Christian duties and enjoyments. * I 
can truly say, that | have loved the 
service of God—lI have honestly en- 
deavoured to act for God, but with 
much weakness and corruption—I 
have tried my master’s yoke, and 
will never shrink my neck from it.” 
That he had been useful to others, 
and instrumental in their salvation. 
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was to him a source of pure and ele- 
vated joy. “ The Lord has given 
me many souls as a crown of my re- 
joicing.”” 

What think you, now, reader, of 
Mr. Hume and Dr. Finley, with re- 
card to their retrospect of life? Who 
evinces most of the good and the vir- 
tuous man’? Whose reflections, is it 
reasonable to conclude, were the 
more delightful? Hrs, who let none 
of them escape his lips? or Ais, whose 
words were inadequate to express 
their abundance or their sweetness? 
No; the one had not delightful recol- 
lections to communicate. High hap- 
piness is never selfish. The over- 
tlowing heart pours off its exuberance 
into the bosom of a friend. And had 
Mr. H. had any thing of this sort to 
impart, his companions and encomi- 
asts would have shared in his plea- 
sure, and would not have forgotten to 
tell the world of its luxury. Their 
silence is a sufficient comment. 

Let us extend our comparison to a 
particular which, more than almost 
any thing else, touches the pride of 
philosophy: We mean the dignity 
displayed by the infidel and by the 
Christian, respectively. 

Ask Dr, Smith. He will tell you 
that at the very time when he knew 
his dissolution was near, Mr. Hume 
continued to * divert himselfas usual, 
with correcting his own works fora 
new edition; with reading books of 
amusement ; with the conversation of 
his friends; and sometimes, in the 
evening, with a party at his favourite 
game of whist.” Behold the dying 
occupation of a captain of infidelity ! 
Of one who is eulogized ‘as ap- 
proaching as nearly to the idea of a 
perfectly wise and virtuous man, as, 
perhaps, the nature of human frailty 
will admit’’—his most serious employ- 
ment is “diverting himself.” Just 
about to yield up his last breath, and 
diverting himself!” From what? 
Let them answer who know that there 
are apt to be troublesome visiters to 
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one who has prostituted his powers 
to the purpose of spreading rebellion 
against the God who made him! “ Di- 
verting himself!’ With what? With 
correcting his own works for a new 
edition! a considerable portion of 
of which ‘works’ is destined to 
prove that justice, mercy, faith, and 
all the circle of both the duties and 
charities, are obligatory only because 
they are useful; and by consequence, 
that their opposites shall be obliga- 
tory when they shall appear to be 
more useful—that the religion of the 
Lord Jesus, which has ‘“ brought life 
and immortality to light,’ is an im- 
posture—that adultery is a bagatelle ; 
and suicide a virtue! With what? 
With reading books of amusement. 
The adventures of Don Quixote ; the 
tales of the genii ; a novel, a tragedy, 
a farce, a collection of sonnets ; any 
thing but those sober and searching 
treatises which are fit for one who 
‘‘considers his latter end.”’ With what? 
With the conversation of his friends ; 
such as Dr. Smith, and Dr. Black, 
another famous infidel, who, as they 
had nothing inviting to discuss about 
futurity, and Mr. H. could not bear 
the fatigue of abstruse speculation, 
must have entertained him with all 
that jejune small talk which makes 
great wits look so very contemptible, 
when they have nothing tosay. With 
what? With an evening party at his 
favourite game of whist! A card 
table! and all that nauseous gabble 
for which the card table is renowned! 
The question is to be decided, whe- 
ther such stupendous faculties as had 
been lavished upon Mr. Hume, were 
to be blasted into annihilation ; or ex- 
panded to the vision and fruition of 
the INFINITE GooD; or converted into 
inlets of endless pain, despair, and 
horror? A question which might 
convulse the abyss, and move the 
thrones of heaven—and while the 
decision is preparing, preparing for 
him, Mr. UH. sits down to a gaming 
board, with gambling companions, to 
be “diverted” with the chances of 
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the cards, and the edifying conver- 
sation to which they give rise! Such 
is the dignity of thisalmost ‘ perfect- 
ly wise and virtuous man”’—such a 
philosopher's preparation for death! 

Let us leave him at the card-table, 
and pay a second visit to Dr. Finley. 
From his gracious lips, not a trifling 
word escapes. In his ardent soul, 
now ready to speed its flight to the 
spirits of the just, there is no room 
for ‘* diversion,” for ‘ correcting”’ 
compositions ; for “books of amuse- 
ment;”’ or for *‘ games of whist.” 
The everlasting life of those around 
him—the spiritual prosperity of a 
congregation dear to him—the inter- 
ests of his Redeemer among the na- 
trons—these, these are the themes 
which fill his thoughts and dwell up- 
on his tongue. ‘Oh that each of 
you,”’ says he to the spectators of his 
pain, ‘“‘may experience, what, bless- 
ed be God, Ido, when you come to 
die.’ ‘* Give my love to the people 
of Princeton: tell them that | am 
going to die, and that I am not afraid 
of death. ‘The Lord Jesus take care 
of his cause in the world.” 

The manner in which Mr. H. and 
Dr. F. directly contemplated death, 
and the effects of death, presents 
another strong point of contrast. It 
is evident, from the whole of Dr. 
Smith’s narrative, that the former 
confined, or wished to confine, his 
view to the mere physical event—to 
the bodily anguish which it might 
create, and its putting a period to 
earthly enjoyments. The whole of 
the philosopher’s ‘ magnanimity” 
centres here. Allowing to his com- 
posure under these views of death, 
as much as can reasonably be de- 
manded, we do not perceive in it all 
that ‘* magnanimity”? which is per- 
ceived by Dr. S. Thousands who 
had no pretensions to philosophical 
pre-eminence, have been Mr. H.’s 
equals on this ground. If he had suc- 
ceeded in persuading himself, as his 








writings tend to persuade others, that 
the spirit of man, like the spirit ef 


























a beast, “ goeth dowawards ;’’ that 
when the breath should leave his 
body, there would be an end of Mr. 
Hume—that the only change would 
be to ** turn a few ounces of blood 
into a different channel,” to vary the 
form of a cluster of corpuscles, or to 
scatter a bundle of perceptions up 
and down through that huge collec- 
tion of impressions and ideas—that 
stupendous mass of nothings, of which 
his philosophy had sagaciously disco- 
vered the whole material and intel- 
lectual world to be composed. If this 
were all, we cannot discern in what 
his magnanimity consisted. It 1s 
chiefly as a moral event, that death 
is interesting—as an event which, in- 
stead of putting an end to our exist- 
ence, only introduces us to a mode 
of existence as much more interest- 
ing than the present, as eternity ts 
more interesting than time. 

It is this view that chiefly engaged 
the attention of Dr. Finley. In com- 
mon with others, he was to undergo 
the pains of dissolution. But he rest- 
ed not in these. He fixed his eye 
upon that new form which all his re- 
lations to God, to holiness, to sin, and 
the inhalitants of the future world, 
were shortly to assume. The reader, 
we doubt not, perceives the immense 
disparity between these cases, Mr. 
Hf. looks at death as 4t affects the af- 
fairs of this world. Dr. F. as it in- 
volves eternal issues. Mr. H. ac- 
cording to his own notions, had no- 
thing to encounter but the struggles 
of nature ; and nothing to lose but a 
few temporal enjoyments. Before 
Dr. F. was the tribunal of God, and 
the stake at hazard was an immortal 
soul. An error here ts irretrievable; 
the very thought of its possibility is 
enough to shake every fibre of the 
frame; and proportionably precious 
and certain must be that religion 
which can assure the believer of his 
safety, and convey him with peace- 
fulness and pleasure to his father’s 
house. 

This being the case, let us weigh 
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the consolations of the philosopher 
against those of the Christian. 

Dr. Smith has made the most of 
them in behalf of the former; buta 
very little scrutiny will show that 
they are light and meagre indeed. 
‘* Lam dying,” they are the words of 
Mr. H. * as easily and cheerfully as 
my best friends could desire.”-— 


«+ When he became very weak,”’ says 


Dr. Black, * it cost him an effort to 
speak ; and he died in such a happy 
composure of mind, that nothing could 
exceed it.”’ 

We are not without suspicion, that 
on the part of Mr. H. there is some 


affectation here ; and on the part of 
his friends some pretty high colour- 


ing. Inthe mouth of aC hristian, *‘com- 
posure,” ‘* cheerfulness,” ‘* compla- 
cency,”” “resignation,” “happiness,” 
in death, have an exquisite meaning. 
But what meaning can they have in 
the mouth of one, the very best of 
whose expectations is the extinction 
of his being? Is there any “ com- 
placency” in the thought of perish- 
ing ? any ‘‘ happiness” in the dreary 
and dismal anticipation of being blot- 
ted out of life? It is a farce: it is 
a mockery of every human feeling : 
and every throbbing of the heart con- 
victs tof alie. But Mc. Hume ex- 
pected a better state of existence—- 
Nay, talk not of that. There is not, 
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either in his own expressions or those 
of his friends, the Rintost allusion to 
futurity. That glorious light which 
shines through the grave upon the 
redeemed of the Lord, was the ob- 
ject of his derision. No comfort from 
this quarter. The accomplishment 
of his earthly wishes, and the pros- 
perity of his near relatives, are the 
only reasons assigned for his cheer- 
fulness. But these are insufficient. 


In thousands, and ten thousands, they 
have not availed to preclude the most 
alarming forebodings; and why should 
they do more for Mr. Hume ? 

In the next place, how shall we 
interpret his * resignation?” Resig- 
nat.on to what? To the divine will ? 
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O no! God was not in a’! his thoughts. 
But Death was at hand, and he could 
not escape: he submitted to a stroke 
which it was impossible to avoid. 
And all that is said of his “ compo- 
sure,” and “ cheerfulness,” and “ re- 
signation,” and ‘complacency,’ when 
measured by the scale of truth, 
emounts to no more than a sottish 
unconcern set off with a fictitious 
gayety. It is easy to work up a fine 
description ; and it is often most fine 
when most remote from the fact. Let 
any infidel between the poles pro- 
duce, if he can, a reason that shal! 
satisfy a child, why one who has lived 
without God should find * compla- 
cency” in death. Nothing but that 
‘** hope which maketh not ashamed,” 
is a cause equal to such an effect. 
But “ hope” beyond the grave, is a 
word which had no place in Mr. 
Hume’s vocabulary, because the thing 
had no place in his soul. It is plain, 
however, that he 

Felt his ruling passion strong in death. 
Whatever his. decay had weakened, 
his desire to see “ the downfall of 
some of the prevailing systems of su- 
perstition,” which, with Mr. Hume, 
meant neither more nor less than the 
destruction of Christianity, in every 
modification, retained its whole vi- 

ur. And thus, while venting his 
spite at the only ‘“‘ system’ which 
ever could render death comfortable, 
he goes to Lucian’s dialogues, and 
edifies his friends with chattering 
monsense about Charon and his boat! 
O cecas hominum mentes! Nothing 
can be more blind and infatuated than 
the fanaticism of philosophy * falsely 
so called.” With this puerile levity 
before our eyes, and this contempti- 
ble babbling sounding in our ears, 
we must listen to tales of Mr. Hume’s 


_Inagnanimity, complacency, and re- 
. Signation ! 


From a barren exhibition of Athe- 
ism, let us repair once more to the 
servant of God. In Dr. Finley, we 
see aman dying not only with cheer- 
fulness, but with ecstacy. Of his 
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friends, his wife, his children, he 
takes a joyful leave : committing all 
that he held most dear in this world, 
not to the uncertainties of earthly 
fortune, but to the “ promises of his 
God.” Although his temporal cir- 
cumstances were very moderate ; al- 
though he had sons and daughters to 
provide for, and slender means of 
doing it, he felt not a moment’s un- 
easiness. Leave thy fatherless children 
with me; Iwill preserve them alive ; 
and let thy widows trust in me, was, 
in his estimation, a better security 
for their support, than any inherit- 
ance in lands or lucre. And as to 
death itself—who but one “ filled 
with hopes full of immortality,” could 
use such language as this: ** A Chris- 
tian’s death is the best part of his ex- 
istence’’—** Blessed be God! eternal 
rest is at hand.”’—**O I shall triumph 
over every foe,’ (he meant sin, sa- 
tan, death, the grave,) “ the Lord 
hath given me the victory—I exult ; 
I triumph! Now I know that it is 
impossible that faith should not tri- - 
umph over earth and hell’’—* Lord 
Jesus, into thy hands I commit my 
spirit; I do it with confidence; 1 do 
it with full assurance. 1 know that 
thou wilt keep that which | have 
committed unto thee.” We appeal 
to all the world, whether any thing 
like this, any thing that deserves so 
much as to be named in comparison, 
ever fell from the lips of an infidel ’ 
How poor, how mean, how misera- 
ble, does he look, when brought to 
the contrast! Let the reader re- 
view again the situation of Dr. Fin- 
ley, ponder his words, and mark their 
spirit; and then let him go back to 
Mr. Hume’s ‘ diversion’’—to his 
correcting his atheistical writings for 
a new edition—to his “ books of a- 
musement’’—to his ** game of whist” 
—to his insipid raillery about Charon 
and his boat! Truly the infidels have 
cause to look big, and despise the 
followers of Jesus Christ! ‘* Pray, 
sir,’ said a young man to the late 








Dr. Black, in the presence of a ju- 
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venile company, at the Doctor's owa 
table, ‘+ Pray sir, how did Mr. Home 
die?’ ‘Mr. Hume,” answered the 
sceptical chymist, with an air of great 
significance, * Mr. Hume died, as 
he lived, a philosopher.” Dr. Black 
himself has aided Dr. Smith in tell- 
ing us what the death of a philosopher 
is. Ithastaucht us, if nothing before 
did, that the pathetic exclamation, 
‘‘Let my soul be with the philoso- 
phers,”’ belongs to one who ts a stran- 
ger to truth and happiness. If they 
resemble Mr. Hume, we will most 
devoutly exclaim, ‘* furthest from 
them is best.” Let our souls be 
with the Christians! with the hum- 
ble believers in that Jesus who is 
‘‘the resurrection and the life.’’ Let 
them be with Samuel Finley; let 
them not be with David Hume ! 

We cannot close these strictures, 
without again reminding the reader, 
that no instance of composure in 
death is to be found more favourable 
to the infidel boast, than the instance 
of Mr. Hume.. And yet, how jejune 
and forlorn does he appear, in com- 
parison of Dr. Finley. The latter 
éongs for his departure, ‘as the hire- 
ling pants for the evening shade ;” 
and when it comes, he pours around 
him his kindly benedictions ; his eye 
beams with celestial brilliancy ; he 
shouts, Salvation! and is away to 
‘*the bosom of his Father and his 
God.” 

But in the other, all is blank. No 
joy sparkles in his eye: no hope 
swells in his bosom; an unmeaning 
smile is on his countenance, and frigid 
ridicule dishonours his lips. Be it 
never forgotten, that no infidels die 
wm triumph! The utmost to which 
they pretend, is dying with calmness. 
Even this rarely happens ; and, the 
scripture being judge, it is a part of 
their accursedness. It imparts the 
deeper horror to the surprise of 
the eternal world. But, if you re- 
verse the picture, and ask how many 
infidels close their career in anguish, 
in distraction, in a fearful looking-for 
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lof judgment and fiery indignation 
which shall devour the apversanies ? 
how endless is the train of wretches, 
how piercing their cry! That arch 
blasphemer, Voltaire, left the world 
with hell anticipated : and we hear 
so frequently of his disciples ** going 
to their own place” in a similar man- 
ner, that the dreadful narratives lose 
their effect by repetition. It was 
quite recently that a youth in the 


istate of New-York, who had been 


debauched by the ribaldrous ey 
of Paine, yielded up the ghost wit 
dire imprecations on the hour when 
he first saw an infidel book, and on the 
murderer who first put it into his hand. 
| But who ever heard of a dying man’s 
cursing the day in which he believed 
‘in Jesus? While such an instance, 
we are bold to assert, never occurred, 
nothing is more common than the 
peaceful death of them who have 
‘‘tasted that the Lord is gracious.” 
They who see practical Christianity 
in those retreats which the eye of a 
profane philosopher seldom pene- 
trates, could easily fill a long record 
of dying beds softened with that bland 
submission, and cheered with that 
victorious hope, which threw so hea- 
venly a lustre round the bed of Dr. 
Finley. 

These things carry with them their 
own recommendation to the con- 
science which is not yet ‘seared as 
with ahotiron.”’ [f our pages fall inte 
the hands of the young, we aflection- 
ately entreat them to “ remember 
their Creator in the days of their 
youth ;” ‘to make their calling and 
their election sure,’’ before they be 
‘hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin.” Rich are the tints of that beau- 
ty, and sweet the fragrance of those 
blossoms, on which, in the morning 
of life, the Lord our God sheds down 
the dews of his blessing. You would 
not wish to be associated with infidels 
in their death—Shun the contagion 
of their principles while you are in 











[spirits and in health. Your hearts 
cannot but sigh, ‘Let me die the 
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_ death of the righteous, and let my 


last end be like his ’”’—~cast in, then, 
your lot with him ; choose for your 
own God, the God of Samuel Finley ; 
and, like him, you shall have “ hope 
in your death ;” like him, you shall 
‘be had in everlasting remem- 
vrance,’’? when “the memory of the 
wicked shail rot.” 


eee 
For the Repertory. 
MEMOIRS OF A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
‘ But precept tires, and this fastidious age 
Rejects the strain didactic : 


“ Tr we then the livelier tone of narrative.’ 
Mason's English Garden. 


It was towards the close of a fine 
evening, in the spring of 18—, that 
two travellers, on one of the roads to 
Baltimore from the Western country, 
drew near a path leading to a large 
but decayed mansion. Their quiet 
and composed features bespoke them 
meén of subdued passions ; their plain 
dress showed they were of some strict 
religious profession. They were 
preachers of the Gospel. 

The elder of these persons ap- 
peared to be about fifty years of age, 
a tall, thin man, exhibiting in his 
countenance strong marks of that faith 
which is the substance of things hoped 
for, and the evidence of things not} 
seen. Those who saw him only tran- 
siently might suppose his looks ap- 
proached to severity ; but, when call- 
ed on to administer comfort and con- 
solution to those afflicted in mind or 
body, or when animated with the 
warm glow of devotional feeling, a 
tinge would rise upon his palid cheek, 
and illuminate features which, the be- 


holder would then see, must in youth | 


have been singularly handsome. 
The person by whom he was at- 
tended was much younger, and though 
he seemed cast in the mould of com- 
mon men, yet his aspect was cheer- 
ful and mild, bespeaking a mind at 
ace with the world and with itself. 
They had rode for some hours in 
silence, when, on approaching the 
spot -before mentioned, it was thus 
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broken by the elder traveller: “ Bro- 
ther Fisher, we will stop a few mo- 
ments on this hill. Beneath that blue 
and smoky haze, after an absence of 
twenty-nine years, I see the steeples 
of my native town.”’ * Indeed !”’ said 
Fisher, “1 now hear for the first time 
that you were born in Baltimore. 
Tis a place | have never visited.” 
‘* Yes,” replied Waldron, for that was 
his name, ‘+ | was born in Baltimore; 
and you will presently see,” he con- 
tinned with a taint smile, * that | am 
a citizen of no mean city.” 

He now turned towards the road 
I which here intersected the turnpike, 
and, as he viewed the house to which 
it led, his countenance became dis- 
turbed with marks of considerable 
agitation. His friend observed his 
emotion with surprise, and, hoping 
to break a chain of thought apparent- 
ly distressing, renewed the conver- 
sation, by observing, ‘ it was some- 
thing remarkable that so good a house 
| should remain unoccupied, situated, 
‘as it was, in the immediate vicinity 
| of acity.” ‘’Phat it is unoccupied, * 
'said Waldron, solemnly, ‘‘ is no mat- 
ter of w onder, for it belongs to me. 
Yes! to me,” observing his friend’s 
surprise ; ** "tis an estate, in the 
‘charge of which I have been an un- 
profitable servant. The proceeds of 
its sale should long since have been 
accounted for to my Master; and one 
of my objects in this visit is to sell it. 
My increasing infirmities too surely 
warn me that { must shortly be called 
on to give an account of my steward- 
ship; for | may be no longer stew- 
ard.”’» He then added, in a broken 
and under tone, ** My brother, bear 
with me. I will once again enter 
these grounds, ere. yet 1 go hence, 
and am no more seen. Scenes of my 
youth! Scenes of fancied good, and 
real ill! Scenes of short-lived plea- 
sures, and of long and lasting regrets! 
1 will venture to behold you once 
more.” Saying this, he pushed his 
horse towards the building with a 
speed altogether unwonted, whilst 
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his companion followed in astonish- 
ment and concern. 

Strange, said Fisher to himself, 
that he should be so moved with out- 
ward things. I have seen him roused 
to an almost incredible pitch of en- 
ergy when enforcing the glorious 
truths of the Gospel. I have sewn 
him melted to the tenderest compas- 
sion at witnessing the agonizing throes 
of sianers. | have seen him wrapt 
in what the unbelieving world would 
call the very clouds of enthusiasm at 
hearing the shouts of the redeemed. 
L have seen his eyes fill with tears 
at the suiferings, and sparkle with 
delight at the good of his fellow-mor- 
tals. But never, in the many years 
that | have been his companion, have 
| known him manifest a feeling in 
which self was apparent, or his indi- 
vidual miterest predominant. 

Melancholy was the aspect of the 
house, to the front of which they had 
now arrived. 

** There is no one to welcome, or 
to refuse us admission,” said Wal- 
dron, in a hurried manner, as he tied 
his horse to one of the few posts 
which remained of the enclosure of 
the court-yard. ‘ And this’’—ad- 
vancing a few steps towards the door, 
which, broken from one of its hinges, 
hung loosely flapping in the wind— 
‘* This is the spot round which all 
my hopes and fears, my desires and 
expectations centered—-This is the 
spot on which | expected to spend my 
days in the enjeymeut of all that 
wealth, and love, aad virtue, could 
bestow : fond, foolish man. How de- 
solate ! How mournful!” 

‘* | something wonder,” said Fisher, 
with an,air in which habitual deter- 
ence to his companion was mingled 
with a new and sudden feeling of dis- 
approbation, ‘that you, who so truly 
believe that you have a building of 
God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, should thus 
lament over the natural decay of an 
unoccupied and neglected mansion.”’ 
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just,”’ sighed Waldron, “1 will be 

more composed— 

* The gusts of appetite, the clouds of care, 

The storms of disappointment, all are past ; 

Henceforth no earthly hope with heaven shall 
share 


| This breast, where peace serenely shines ai 


last.” 

Wonderful, thought Fisher, most 
wonderful; that he who has the trea- 
sury of God's most precious promises 
stored up in his ound, from whence 
to draw at pleasure for comfort and 
consolation, should resort, ia the hour 
of trial, to the lines of some modern 





verse-maker, is beyond my compre- 
hension. 

Fisher was a pious, sincere man ; 
his faith was on the Bible, his hope 
was on heaven; but, without the ad- 
vantages of education, he might more 
truly be said to have apphed the pre- 
cepts of the Gospel successfully to 
himself, than that he had the power 
of enforcing them to others, His 
blameless manners and unaflected 
piety had recommended him to the 
elders of his society ; and his useful 
and affectionate attention rendered 
him a most desirable companion to 
his infirm, but more highly gifted 
partner if the ministry. ft « natu- 
ral, then, to imagine, that, in the pre- 
sent instance, he made no allowance 
for the power of association, which 
joins objects, in idea, far distant in 
reality, and connects in the mind pe- 
riods of time separated by the flight 
of years; he did not comprehend that, 

* When se y yoy \ 
Come wild'riag pom oy h. 5 at 
even the hum of an old tune, the me- 
mory of which stands connected with 
those scenes, is capable of exciting 
the deepest emotions, and that the 
lines repeated by Waldron rushed on 
his thoughts from the circumstance of 
their having been frequently used by 
one whom the spot recalled to mind 
with a violence of no common force. 
Observing that the might was ap- 
proaching, and that his friend’s cough 
was troublesome, he proposed pro- 








* True, brother, your reproof is 





‘ceeding on their journey, adding, 
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‘‘these scenes seem to awaken me- 
lancholy reflections.” 

* It is good for us to be afflicted,” 
returned Waldron, ‘* and I may not 
put this cup from me. I must again 
enter these walls.” This was said as 
they ascended the steps. The door 
being partly opened, they entered a 
large and ruinous passage. Waldron 
stepping hastily forward, a rustling 
was heard in an adjoining room ; and, 
as they entered, two owls flew from 
a broken window. A large snake was 
basking in the middle of the floor, 
which slowly made its way to the 
hearth, and disappeared between the 
loose and disjointed bricks. The 
dreariness of the scene had some ef- 
fect even on the equable feelings of 
Fisher. ‘ This,’”’ said he, “ is in- 
deed the desolation spoken of by the 
prophet ; it is a habitation for dra- 

ns, and a court for owls.” 

* All, all are gone!’’ exclaimed 
Waldron, without noticing his com- 

ion’s remark. ‘Is this my once 
oved home— 

* The hand is gone that cropt its flowers ; 

Cold is the hearth within its bowers ; 


Its echoes, and its empty tread, 
Now sound like voices from the dead,” 


** Brother Waldron,” said Fisher, 
firmly, ‘this will not do. What 
mean you to weep and break your 
heart because you are spared when 
others are taken—spared as a monu- 
ment of God’s mercy, not only to ex- 
= the blessed reality of the 
orgiveness of sins, through a cruci- 
fied Saviour, but to spread the glad 
tidings far and wide—spared to see 
the grace of God and be glad, and to 
exhort all, that with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord— 
spared to be full of faith and of the 
HolyGhost, and, both by your preach- 
ing and living, to see much people 
added unto the Lord.” 

Surprised at his unusual energy, 
Waldron collected his agitated senses, 
and, turning on his companion a sub- 
dued and affectionate look, he mo- 

tioned him to kneel. 
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vent was his petitions to a Throne of 
Grace, to be delivered from the frail- 
ties of his nature, the body of this 
death, and to be able to look with a 
single eye towards those mansions of 
eternal rest which his Divine Master 
had prepared for him in his Father's 
house. He rose with a quiet and se- 
rene countenance. He who could 
sull the raging of the sea by a word, 
had said to the tumultuous passions 
of his servant, ‘* Peace, be still ; and 
immediately there was a great calm.”’ 

Our travellers resumed their jour- 
ney, and arrived about nightfall at 
the city. The fame of Waldron had 
preceded him, and they found them- 
selves cordially received ‘and com- 
fortably lodged by one of the wealthy 
members of their society. Their 
evening devotions were no sooner 
concluded, than Waldron desired to 
retire to rest. The agitations of his 
mind had been too much for a frame 
wasted by a pulmonary complaint, 
the symptoms of which had been 
greatly increased by a long and fa- 
tiguing journey. 

‘* This,” said he, “taking from his 
saddle-bags a closely written manu- 
script, ‘is some account, brother 
Fisher, of the most striking incidents 
of my life. The occurrences of this 
evening have increased your desire 
to know who and what I was before 
I became your companion: your un- 
wearied kindness has long since de- 
manded of me the disclosure, but to 








this hour have I reserved it. The 
time of my departure is at hand ; and, 
when deaf shall be my praised or 
censured ear, you have my permis- 
sion to make it public. A heathen is 
made to say by a great poet, ‘ The 
evil that men do lives after them, the 
good is oft interred with their bones,’ 
and adds, on the part of his friend, 
‘so let it be with him.’ So let it not 
be with me.” 

Fisher perceived that his friend 
was more than usually indisposed, and 
would require his attentions thro’ the 


Deep and fer- !inight ; preparing, therefore, to pass it 
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by the bed-side of the invalid, the pe- 
rasal of the manuscript naturally sug- 
gested itself, and he read as follows : 
‘* The ostentatious display of sub- 
dued passions and vices forms no part 
of the object of the following pages. 
We fare as others have fared before 
us, and as others will fare after us ; 
surely, then, the experience of those 
who have gove to their account 
must instruct, if it declare how they 
have borne the load which we are 
doomed to bear. Under this convic- 
tion, | have determined, in an hour 
that, from bodily infirmities, | am re- 
leased from the performance of more 
active duties, to leave this memorial 
of my Master’s gracious dealings to- 


wards me—‘ How he has searched me, |; 


and known me; how he has compassed |) 
my path, and my lyings down, and 
was acquainted with all my ways ; 

how he beset me behind and before, 
and laid his hand upon me.’ 

** My father was a native of Ger- 
many, and came to this country be- 
fore the Revolution. Seon after his 
arrival, he married, and settled in 
Baltimore, where ! was born. The 
rapid rise of Baltimore fortunes has 
been proverbial ; and my father, not 
being backward tv seize on his share 
of the golden opportunities, as they 
were called, soon found himself in a 
situation to retire from business ; and 
my twentieth birth-day reached me 
the only child of a rich man, removed 
from the immediate scene of bustle, 
to enjoy the dignity of a country gen- 
tleman. I was bred to no business ; 
and was told it was the opinion of the 
world, (it was decidedly mine,) that } 
I was a most fashionably accomplish- 
ed, dashing, genteel, and so forth, 
young man. 

* There is something so buoyant, 
so light, so elastic, in the step with 
which youth rushes into manhood, 
that many, even of those who have 
experienced the unsoundness of the 
ground on which it treads, are unwill- 
ing to warn of its dangers, its deceits, 
it§ snares, and its miseries; when 
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‘ Fair lawghs the morn, and soft the zephyr 
blows, 
And, proudly ricing on the azare realm, 
tn gallant trim the vessel! goes, 
Youth on the prow, aad Pleasure at the helm,’ 
they declare it to be unwise, and 
even cruel, to damp the few mo- 
ments of enjoyment which this vale 
of tears affords, by reminding of 
* The sweeping whirlwind’s sway, 
That, hush'd in grim repose, expects its even- 
ing prey. 
| Poor advocates for delusive pleasure! 
Can there be a moment of time, from 
the cradle to the grave, in which it 
can be expedient or necessary to our 
happiness to forget God! But I shall 
‘have awful reason to recur to this 
subject, and for the present shall only 
say, that my pleasures were inter- 
| rupted, soon after the period at which 
|! presented myself to the reader, by 
the death of my father. 

‘“« It was during the awful moments 
which preceded his dissolution that I 
‘was first taught to feel and appreciate 

the following reflections of the great 
Johnson: * Whoever would know,” 

says he, ‘how much piety and virtue 
surpass all external goods, mght here 
have seen them weighed against each 
other; where all that gives motion 
to the active, and elevation to the 
eminent, all that sparkles in the eye 
of hope, and pants in the bosom of 
suspicion, at once became as dust in 
the balance, without weight, and with- 
out regard. Riches, authority, and 
praise, lose all their influence, when 
_considered as riches which te-morrow 








‘may belong to another; authority 


which may this night expire for ever; 
_and praise which, however merited, 
or however sincere, shall after a fow 
moments be heard no more.’ 

“It was not in nature to behold 
the departing agonies of a father, and 
not be deeply affected. When the 
struggle was over, an old gentle- 
man, whom [ had not before seen, 
but who was known to me as the bro~ 
ther of my father’s former partner in 
trade, came forward from behind the 








‘ curtains, where he had been hid from 
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observation, and, looking alternately 
at the lifeless body and at the group of 
mourners, thus gave utterance to the 
emotions which the scene inspired : 

‘ Surely every man walketh in a 
vain shadow ; surely they are disqui- 
eted in vain; he heapeth up riches, 
and knoweth not who shall gather 
them. Yes, my friends, this world is 
to the other as a shadow to the sub- 
stance ; nay, temporal life, health, 
riches, honours, pleasures, can hardly 
be called shadows of those which are 
eternal in point of resemblance, tho’ 
for their illusive and fleeting natures, 
they are shadows indeed. And is it 
even thus, and shall we not be wise. 
Shall we not see that the mortal state 
of man, though seeming to be some- 
thing, is really nothing—always alter- 
ing and ending on a sudden—nearest 
to disappearing when at full length— 
sure to continue no longer than the 
sun is above the horizon, but liable 
to vanish at the interposition of a 
cloud—and, when ‘tis gone, leaving 
no track behind. ‘ Hear our prayer, 
© Lord, and give ear unto our cry ; 
hold not thy peace at our tears, for 
we are strangers with thee, and so- 
journérs, as all our fathers were!’ 
Meditation, remember, friends, should 
terminate in devotion; and meditation 
on such a scene as this, if indulged 
as it should be, certainly will do so; 
it will bring us to our prayers, our 
eries, our tears, and teach us to ad- 
dress a Throne of Grace as poor pil- 
grims ina strange land, who have here 
no continuing city, who are soon to 
strike our tents and be gone for ever. 
Oh! that God may spare us, until all 
that hath been destroyed by the frail- 
ty of nature be renewed by the power 
of grace.’ 

** He ceased ; and the lamentations, 
which had been suspended by the 
energy of his address, were renewed. 
He waved his hand impatiently, as he 
resumed : 

‘Go to, now! What! weep ye for 
the dead? Weep and how! rather for 
the miseries that are coming upon 
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‘him,’ pointing to me, ‘ that must 
come upon him in a short time, un- 
less prevented by a deep and entire 
change. The canker of his gold will 
be a testimony against hum, and will 
eat his flesh like fre. Oh! how pi- 
tiable is your condition,’ said he, 
seizing me by the shoulder, ‘ and 
who is able to save you. You have 
need of more plain dealing than all 
around you, and you will meet with 
less. Who that hopes to gain by your 
favour, or lose by your displeasure, 
will speak the truth in your ear? 
None; no, not one. Oh! that God 
would give me acceptable words, and 
cause them to sink into your heart. 
He that lies there has helped me in 
my day of need with temporal things. 
Oh! that 1 might minister to the son, 
in spiritual things, in this his day of 
need, It may not be. The time of 
my parting is at hand. My feet are 
just stumbling on the dark mountains. 
But | will leave one word with you 
before I go hence, and you may re- 
member it when I am no more seen, 
Let your whole heart be with God. 
Seek your happiness in him, and him 


alone, Beware that you cleave not 
to the dust. This earth is not your 
place. See that you use this world 





‘as not abusing it. Set as loose to all 
things here below, as if you were a 
ibeggar. Be a good steward of the 
‘manifold gifts of God, that when you 
jare called to give an account of your 
stewardship, he may say, ‘ Well done, 
‘good and faithful servant ; enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.’—He paus- 
}ed, and looked intently on my face. 
What he might suppose its expression 
indicated, | know not, but the anima- 
tion which had suffused his own va- 
nished as he added, in a tone of deep 
feeling, ‘ Atleast make unto yourself 
friends of the mammon of unrighteous- 
nese, that when you fail they may re- 
ceive you into everlasting habitations. 
Go, now, and learn what that mean- 
eth.’ He passed to the door, and 














| disappeared. 
(To be contiaued.) 
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REV 


Re view of the Journal of the Annual Conven- 
tion of the Diocess of Ohio. 

We have been favoured with the 
perusal of the Journal of the Fifth 
Annual Convention of the Church ww 
the State of Ohio, ander the Episco- 
pal care of the Right Kev. Philander 
Chase. Appended to this Journal, 
is a Pastoral Letter from the Bishop 
to the Churches under his charge. 
We have frequently been much gra- 
tified with the spirit and interesting 
nature of all the reports we have had 
from the Church m Ohio, since it 
has been tavoured with the labours 
of its present Diocesan ; and we have 
often thought that some particular 
notice should be taken of the excel- 
lent feeling, on the part of the Clergy, 
and the truly pastoral and parental 
spirit, on the part of the Bishop, 
which these reports peculiarly have 
exhibited. The address of the Bi- 
shop to the Convention, while it 
goes not beyond the time and pro- 
vince allotted for its occupation, ts 
something more than a mere dry 
enumeration of Churches built or re- 
paired, persons confirmed, and indi- 
viduals ordained to the Ministry, and 
settled or renewed ; something more 
than a mere chart of the travels 
which the author has performed since 
he met his Clergy last: it is the ad- 
dress of a Bishop, evidently happy 
in the privilege of meeting once 
more with his tellow-labourers in his 
Master’s great vineyard ; expressing 
in the language of affection and ten- 
derness, the near union he feels with 
them, and the watchful care he ex- 
ercises over them in all their la- 
bours; desirous of telling whatever 
he can to excite their zeal, encou- 
rage their hopes, and increase their 
sratitude and devotion to their Lord 
and Master. It is full of the ex- 
pressions of devout dependance up- 
on God ; of earnest zeal for his glo- 
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of souls, and lively thankfulness for 
every appearance of prosperity. 
While this truly industrious Dioce- 
san is never backward in evincing his 
love and preference to the peculi- 
ivities of the Episcopal Church, his 
zeal has a higher aim than merely to 
convert sinners to Episcopacy: it 
goes beyond the form to the subs 
stance, and would have them Chris- 
tans, whether Episcopalians or net. 
This indeed is the shortest way to 
inake Episcopalians, and build ap out 
own peculiar, and excellent, and pri- 
mitive institutions. To aim at the 
conversion of sinners from the ways 
jand the love of sin to holiness and 
the love of God; to make them the 
conscientious, devout, and faithful 
followers of Jesus Christ, by spirttu- 
al regeneration and the sanctifying im- 
luences of the Holy Ghost; this, in- 
stead of aiming all our shafts at dis- 
sentions, and spending so much time 
and argument, as too frequently is the 
case, in demonstrating the superior 
claims of Episcopacy, 1s the surest 
and best way, in union with a well re- 
igulated zeal for our own pecuhari- 
ities, to imerease our numbers and 
‘make sinners the honourable mem- 
bers of our own Church, as well as 
the consistent members of Jesus 
Christ. If Episcopalians are not 
Christians, of what creditare they-to 
our Church? But if Christians are 
upiscopalians, how nobly do they 
sustain the spirit, life, beauty, con- 
sistency, and well and long earned. 
honours of our excellent appoint- 
ments ? 
_ It is gratifying to learn from the 
journal before us, if we may judge 
‘by the number of attendants upon 
ithe Convention, that the Clergy and 
the Churches are increasing in this 
Diocess. Seven Clergymen were 
! present, and fourteen Churches were 
represented by Lay Delegates. This 











ry; tender concern for the salvation ' was a little band indeed, but it has 









































nie nate eine liga nea a 5 










pain. tai 


_ ie ei eee 





se a ino 0 n= se 
























ee 


Sa ate ca ena A 


5b Journal! of the Annual Convention of the Diocess of Ohio. 


seems to animate its members, and 
from the exertions of the Missionary 
Society for the Diocess, (the funds 
of which, through the exertions of 
the Kev. Mr. Chase in his travels 
over the eastern and northern states; 
have been assisted by donations to 
the amount of $2,911 09,) we ear- 
nestly hope this infant Church will 
rapidly spread, till in a little while 
it shall stand as respectable for num- 
bers as it seems now to be for energy 
and zeal. 

In the Journal under considera- 
tion, an example is set to other Con- 
ventions, in relation to parochial re- 
ports. Undoubtedly, if they be in- 
tended as the sources from which a 
knowledge is to be collected of the 
true state of the whole Diocess, and 
as the data from which the commit- 
tee on the state of the Church (as 
in the Diocess of Maryland) is to 
make its report, they should embrace 
much more than a meager statement 
of deaths, marriages, baptisms, and 
communicants. They should speak 
of the spirit, zeal, activity, and de- 
votion of the communicants in the 
things of religion ; the plans of be- 
nevolence that are carried on; the 
smprovement or decrease of what- 
ever is good and useful; with what- 
ever else can tend to convey an idea 
of the real condition of the parishes. 
It is the praise of the Clergy of Ohio, 
that their parochial reports are more 
like reports, and more interesting, 
than those of any other Convention. | 
It is expected that the Clergy of Ma- 
ryland, in consequence of a resolu- 
tion of their last Conveufion, will 
follow this good example. Much is 
done in other denominations to keep 
up and animate the spirits of their 
members, by regular annual state- 
ments of the concerns and conditions 
of their Churches, written at length, 


risen well; and from the spirit in| 
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and published to all the branches of 
their connexion. 

We cannot conclude our notice of 
this Journal, without afew words in 
reference to Bishop Chase’s Pastoral 
Letter. [tis grounded upon the 13th 
verse of the 6th chap. of the Epistle 
to the Ephesians: ** Take unto you 
the whole armour of God, that you 
may be able to withstand on the evil 
day.” Those qualities which we 
wish particularly to remark, are the 
spirit, energy, and pastoral zeal of 
this Letter. Every where does it 
exhibit the emotions of a heart deep- 
iy impressed with the awful respon- 
sibility of the ministerial office, and 
with asense of the difficulties, tempt- 
ations, and dangers, to which Chris- 
tians in the world are ever exposed. 
Every where does it breathe the live- 
liest zeal for the prosperity of reli- 
gion and the salvation of souls; the 
tenderest solicitude for the consist- 
ency, the orthodoxy, the faithfulness, 
and evangelical piety, of all the mem- 
bers of the Church. There is no 
coldness, or stiffness, or formality, im 
this Pastoral Letter. It must be re- 
collected that. its spirit is what we 
particularly commend. All its ex- 
pressions we cannot approve. Those 
which relate to Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, in page 19, to say 
the least of them, are very unguard- 
ed, and very well calculated to lead 
the ignorant to some of the most per- 
nicious errors of Popery. But take 
the whole Letter together, and it is 
well adapted to honour the Church 
in the eyes of the community ; to at- 
tach still more strongly her members 
to her sacred institutions, and espe- 
cially to awaken the minds of all to 
whom it is addressed, to greater dili- 
gence, strictness, and faithfulness, in 
the several duties of their Christian 
vocation. 
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(Continued from page 28.) 
Prayer Book and Homily Society. 


The Tenth General Annual Meeting 
of this Society was held on Thursday, 
May 2, at Stationers’ Hall, the Right 
Hon. Lord Calthorpe in the Chair. 
His Lordship having declared his 
high sense of the honour which had 
been conferred upon him, proceeded 
to point out the peculiar claims which 
this Society had upon persons of all 
ranks, by its great utility and subser- 
viency, not merely to the promotion 
of the doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, but to the extension of the ge- 
neral truths of Christianity. The ex- 
cellent Liturgy of the Church was ad- 
mirably calculated to fill the mind with 
a sober and chastised, though ardent 
apirit of religious feeling; and the 
most. blessed effects had already re- 
sulted from its circulation. It was 
matter of unspeakable thankfulness 
that notwithstanding the formularies 
of the Church were composed when 
the state of society was widely differ- 
ent from what it now ts, vet they 
were in no wise infected with the taint 
of the times :—‘‘! mean,” said his 
Lordship, ‘*‘ Popery. Our forms of 
prayer, and the homilies also, from 
their simplicity, were admirably suit- 
ed to the capacity of every rank and 
class.’ His Lordship then expressed 
his warmest approbation of the Socie- 
ty, in its having extended the field of 
action into other countries, by caus- 
ing the Prayer Book and some of the 
Homilies to be translated into foreign 
languages. 

The Report was then read, by 
which it appeared that the Society 
had issued considerably more Prayer 
Books and Homilies during the last 
year than in the preceding, (the in- 
crease in the issue of the latter 
amounting to 30,000,) and that its 
cause wes more warmly espoused, 
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_and its utility more generally acknow- 
jledged, than heretofore. 

The Morning and Evening Prayers, 
the Psalter, and the First Homily, 
had been translated into Chinese, and 
had been distributed in various places, 
not actually in China, but where those 
who understand the Chinese language 
reside. In China itself, the Court 
decides how and what the people 
shall worship; but in the Chinese co- 
lonies no such opposition is encoun. 
tered. A Chinese servant, resident 
in this country, was presented with 
a Prayer Book which had been trans- 
lated into the Chinese language by 
Dr. Morrison, whose name was per- 
tectly familiar to him ; for upon hear- 
ing it, and seeing the book, he ex- 
claimed, **Good mun! good book!” 
This poor heathen had, previous to 
his receiving the Prayer Book, been 
in the habit of burning a piece of pa- 
per as an act of worship ! 

On the shores of the Mediterra- 
nean, the calls for religious informa- 
‘tion were loud and numerous. In 
‘Italy, many prejudices against our 
‘English Creed had been removed, 
‘through the reading of the Prayer 
Book alone. The version of the Li- 
turgy into pure Biblical Hebrew was 
‘now recommended, for the use of the 
Jews. Homilies in the Manx language 





‘had already been scattered among the 


people of the Isle of Man. The Re- 
port, in conclusion, recommended fer- 
vent prayers to God for his blessing 


‘upon the labours of the Society, with- 


out which all human effort is unavail- 
ing. 

| The Rev. D. Wilson, B. Woodd, 
‘and T. Webster; Sir C. 8. Hunter, 
'J. F. Stratton, Esq. and other gentle- 
imen, then addressed the chair; and 
Admiral Gambier, who took the chair 
on Lord Calthorpe’s retiring, closed 
the meeting with exhorting all pre- 








cont to implore the blessing of God 
on their Institution, 
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London Socicty tor Promoting Chrictia 
among the Jews. 

On Friday, June 3, was held, at 
Egyptian Hall, Mansion House, the 
14th Anniversary of the above Soci- 
aty, when the Hall was filled with 
an elegant and respectable audience, 
among whom was a great number of 
ladies. The Right Hon. the Lord 
Mayor having taken the chair, briefly 
opened the business of the meeting 
by a short but appropriate address. 
The Key. Basil Woodd then intro- 
duced to his Lordship and the com- 
pany the Jewish children, who sang 
the beautiful anthem, ‘* Hosanna to 
the Son of David,”’ with great solem- 
nity and effect. 

‘The Lord Mayor then resigned the 
chair to Sir T. Baring, the President 
of the Society, who called upon the 
Rev. Mr. Hawtrey (one of the Secre- 
taries) to read the Report. 

The Report was now read ; and in 
the first place acknowledged the kind- 
ness of several clergymen who ac- 
companied the Secretaries in tours to 
different parts of the country ; and 
thanked the ladies, particularly those 
of Bath and Bristol, for those elegant 
works, the sale of which had contri- 
buted greatly to assist the funds of the 
Society. Four new Auxiliary Insti- 
tutions in England, and two in Ire- 
land, had been formed, and more were 
expected as the result of the journeys 
wbove alluded to. ‘The schools at 
present contain 38 boys and 44 girls: 
the number admitted during the last 
year is 7 boys and 3 girls, and the 
number apprenticed, 4 boys and 6 
girls ; 5 boys have been removed by 
their friends, of whom one has been 
readmitted. A converted Jew, father 
of some of the above children, was 
baptized at the Episcopal chapel in 
December last. ‘Two new tracts have 
been added to the list of the Society; 
the sale of the Jewish Expositor has 
considerably increased ; and the com- 
mittee are preparing editions of the 
Prophets in Biblical and in German 
Hebrew. 
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The opening of a Seminary for 
Missionaries to the Jews was men- 
tioned in the last Report: eight have 
been received, of whom two are now 





employed upon the continent, and two 





more are to proceed thither shortly. 
In Holland, the object of the So- 
ciety is steadily pursued by Mr. Thetl- 
wall, who is the Society’s agent there; 
and at Amsterdam a school has been 
formed for the poorer Jewish chil- 
dren. Mr. M’Caui proceeded to War- 
saw, where he has been since joined 
by Mr. Becker, another Christian 
Missionary. At Frankfort, the Soci- 
ety’s Missionary, Mr. Marc, continues 
steadfast and active ,nor are his labours 
without encouraging success, some 
whole families having been baptized. 
On the close of the Report, the 
meeting was addressed successively 
by Sir R. H. Inglis, Lord Calthorpe, 
Kev. Mr. Simeon, Rev. L. Way, Mr: 
Wilberforce, R. Grant, Esq. Lord 
‘Gambier, Rev. J. W. Cunningham, 
‘Legh Richmond, D. Wilson, &c. 





London Hibernian Society. 

On Saturday, June 4th, the Annual! 
Meeting of the above Society was 
held at Freemasons’ Hall, H. R. H. 
the Duke of Gloucester in the chair. 

The Keport, which was read by 
‘the Rev. Mr. Ritchings, the Secre- 
tary, stated, that the number of the 
“Society’s Schools in Ireland had in- 
creased in the last year from 534 to 
|575, and the number of scholars was 
53,233; 35 of the schools were un- 
der the superintendence of Catholic 
| Priests, from which it would be seen 
_how entirely the Society was divest- 
ed of sectarianism. The Society had 
received 1,000 Bibles and 10,000 
|Testaments from the British and Fo- 

reign Bible Society, and had distri- 
‘buted upwards of 80,000 Bibles and 
Testaments. The progress of the 
Society had been slow but sure, and 
extends now to 23 counties out of 32, 
‘and they now look with confidence to 
complete success, as the cause is not- 








‘that of a party, but truly Catholic. 
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The Earl of Gosford congratulated 
the Society on the success of its la- 
bours hitherto, and argued for the 
necessity of its perseverance from the 
present melancholy state of Ireland, 
which he attmbuted to the want of 
education, and of a resident gentry 
among them. Lord G. concluded by 
moving the reception and printing of 
the Report, 

The Rev. G. Clarke, Lord Cal- 
therpe, Rev. Dr. Randolph, Rev. 
J. Brown from Ireland, Rev. Dr. 
Thorpe, Mr, Wilberforce, M. P. and 
Mr. Grattan, M. P. severally address- 
ed the meeting. 

J. Scott, Esq. the Treasurer, then 
gave a brief statement of the Society’s 
accounts. The income of the last 
year was 5,562. and its expenditure | 
6,862/. This left a deficiency of} 
S001. which could only be made up 
by drawing on their capital. 

The meeting closed with a liberal | 
collection at the doors. 


Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman lately 
returned from St. Helena, to the Rev. Dr 
Bogue. 

January 3, 18322 
Dear Sin: Uhave taken the liberty 
of requesting your acceptance of the 
accompanying volume of your Essay ,* 


which was once in the possession of 


Napoleon Buonaparte, which circum- 
stance, | think, | mentioned when 
{ had the pleasure of seeing you 
at your house, on my return from 
St. Helena. I trust it had been pe- 
rused by that extraordinary man, who, 
although he ever lived professedly, 
as well as practically, without God in 
the world, or any belief in his name, 
yet was often observed to be engaged 
in secret prayer, whilst lingering on 
his dying bed, and known to have 
joined in prayer with the priest who 
lived with him, and who was consider- 
ed an amiable man, and to have made 
a profession of his faith in Christ, 
through whom he prayed to the Fa- 
ther. But whether his were the pray- 


* Essay on the New Testament. 
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er of true faith or not, can be known 
only to God the Judge of all.” 


} 
7) 
| IRELAND. 
| Extract from the quarterly Chronicle of the 
Irish Evangelical Society. 

The following Letter was recently 
addressed to one of the Secretaries 
by amuch respected minister, a friend 
and member of the Sertety, in the 
neighbourhood of London. It is here 
inserted, as furnishing an illustration 
of the interesting features of the Irish 
character, sanctified and regulated by 
religion,—as authorizing the hope 
‘of that enlarged liberality and energy 
ithe cause of evangelization may ul- 
timately receive from the Irish them 
iselves, in proportion as the principles 
and blessings of the Gospel may be- 
come felt among them—and as afford. 
‘ing a powerful incitement for more 
extended Liberality, to all the friends 
‘of this sacred cause, that poor Ireland 
may have the blessings of the Gospel 
Ministry. 

‘* My dear Sir: L enclose you a one 
pound note, which was some time ago 
put into my hand by a poor woman, 
under the following circumstances :-— 
Her name was Peggy: she had been 
consigned by her dying mother in [re 
land to the care of an individual, whe 
brought her up as her servant, be- 
stowing upon her only her clothes 
and food as her wages. Her residence 
at this place led to Peggy's attendance 
on the ministry of the Gospel. It 
met, in her case, with a heart pre- 
pared by divine influence to receive 
it; she umbibed it as the thirsty earth 
the shower. Herappearance became 
altered, and her whole demeanour 
highly improved. Her mistress, find- 
ing her services increasingly valua- 
ble, and fearing that the temptation 
to high wages might effect a separa- 
tion, proffered, of her own accord, 
to give herasmall yearly salary. For 
this she was truly thankful ; and some 
months having elapsed, she came to 
me one evening after the service, ap- 
parently with great joy, and slipped 
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a piece of paper into my hand—it was 
@ one i note. ‘ Peggy,” said 
1, ‘* what is this 7” ** Your Reverence,”’ 
said she, ‘‘ itis the first pound that 
I could ever call my own since | was 
born. And what will I do with it? 
Ah! will I forget my country?—No: 
—itis for poor Ireland—it is for my 
countrymen to have the blessed, blessed 
Gospel preached to them.” | admired 
her disinterestedness, but thought the 
sacrifice too great, as | knew she must 
want such a sum for very important 
purposes. ‘- Peggy,” said I, **it is too 
much for you to give, I cannot take 
it.” ** Oh, your Reverence,”’ she re- 
plied, with her characteristic ener- 
gy. ‘if you refuse it, | would not sleep 
fora fortnight: and she went away, 
leaving the money in my hand, and 
exclaiming, ‘‘Grod bless my poor coun- 
iry with the ministry of the Gospel.” 
How much does her liberality out- 
shine that of others! Who has not 
found the first possession of money 
bring with it a temptation to avarice ? 
Who ever gave his first pound to 
charity ’—It was what she had been 
wishing for, for some years: it was 
her all, when she obtained it; yet 
with a joy far greater than that which 
accrued from its possession, she deli- 
vered itup for the spread of theGospel 
in her own country! Nor is this the 
first time that | have seen instances 
of generosity amongst the poor, that 
might make rich men blush. 
Your, &c. 


J. L.” 


RUSSIA. 
Letters from the Rev. Dr. Pinkerton. 
St. Petersburgh, Jan. 28, 1822. 

I have the satisfaction to announce 
to your committee, the completion 
of the Modern Russ New Testament. 
On the 12th December, the birth-day 
of the Emperor, Prince Galitzin pre- 
sented his Majesty with the first com- 
plete copy. Blessed, ever blessed 
be God! who has favoured us to be- 
hold this work, of infinite value to the 
many millions of Russians, completed. 
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pies, and is now in the hands of the 
bookbinder. A second edition of 
20,000 is nearly half printed off ; and 
a third edition of 5,000 copies is 
printed in Moscow. The Book of 
Psalms in the modern Russ, without 
the Slavonian Text, has also left the 
press, and will speedily come into 
circulation. The edition consists of 
15,000 copies. The Pentateuch, the 
books of Job, Proverbs, and Eccle- 
siastes, are translated, and the com- 
mittee of revision are about to begin 
to examine them. The Abp. of Mos- 
cow, Philaret, is now occupied in 
translating Isaiah. 

The four Gospels, and the Acts of 
the Apostles, in the Mongolian and 
Calmuc dialects, have also lately left 
the press. We are now begining a 
second edition of these, and of the 
remainder of the New ‘Testament, in 
both these languages, with new types, 
nearly one half smaller than those 
with which the Gospels and Acts have 
been printed, so that the whole Tes- 
tament will be in one volume. biessed 
fruits have already appeared from the 
reading of the Gospels among th Cal- 
mucs. ‘Twenty-two individuals have 
forsaken their idols, and have joined 
the Sarepta Congregation on the Wol- 
ga; and there is reason to expect ere 
long a still richer harvest from the 
seed of the divine word which is daily 
sowing among that numerous tribe of 
gross idolaters. The Manjur (or 
Manjchou) translator has finished the 
first seven chapters of St. Matthew’s 
Gospel, and we are now preparing te 
cast types for printing this version. 
The translators into the Calmuc, the 
Mongolian, and the Manjur, are en- 
deavouring mutually to assist each 
other in their important labours, so 
that in these three versions there will 
be a harmonious agreement in the or- 
thography of proper names, and in 
the expressions used for conveying 
the great doctrines of Christianity. 
This is of vast importance, as their 
versions are intended for tribes of 
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The first edition consists of 5,000 co- |] heathen who are nearly connected 
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with each other, and who all belong 
to the Lemite or Shagemuni system 
of idolatry. 

Mr. Knill has obtained permission 
from the Russian government, for the 
Missionaries at Selinginsk, to establish 
a printing press there, for the pur- 
pose of printing religious books and 
tracts for the use of the Mongolian 
tribes. The ground also on which 
the Missionaries have built their ha- 
bitations has been granted to them on 
the most hberal terms. Measures 
have likewise been adopted by the 
Committee of the Russian Bible So- 
ciety, to supply the Missionaries re- 
cularly with the Mongolian transla- 
tion of the Gospels, 

Mr. Knill says, ** Petersburg pro- 
mises to be an important station, in a 
Missionary point of view. It is the 
door to a mighty empire. The high- 
est authorities are all favourable to 


the diffusion of truth, and the exer- |) 
tions that are making are of a most} 


important nature. 


— 


DEMERARA. 
Extract of a Letter trom Mr. Smith, Le Re- 
souvenir, Jan. 16, 1822. 

In June last, [sent you a very amn- 
ple, and, I conceive, interesting de- 
tatl of facts, relative to this branch of 
the Society’s missions ; to that letter 
I beg to refer you for particulars. 
During the past year, it has pleased 
God to preserve my health, and to 
bless my poor services for the ad- 
vancement of his glory beyond any 
thing | could ever have expected. 
Within the last twelve months, I bap- 
tized three hundred and ninety per- 
sons, of whom two hundred and se- 
venty-two were adults. Seventy cou- 
ple have been married ; thirty-five 
members were added to the Church ; 
four of the old members have died in 
the faith and hope of the Gospel ; and 
two have been excluded for immo- 
rality. The total number of mem- 


bers now in the Church is one hun- 
dred and forty-seven. 


I have a list 
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of eighty-three candidates for bap- 
usm, about fifty of whom were at the 
end of last year put off for a time on 
account of some circumstances that 
were considered as impediments to 
their baptism at that time. ‘Ten or 
twelve we have wholly rejected. 
You will naturally conclude that 
the means of grace are well attend- 
ed; and | am happy to say they are. 
‘Mr. Eliot and | have lately called 
upon several white gentlemen, soli- 
citing subscriptions or donations to 
the Society; in this we have suc- 
| ceeded better than we expected. The 
itotal amount of subscriptions, dona- 
‘tions, &c. among our friends and con- 
_gregation at Le Kesouvenir, from last 
| May to the close of the year, will be 
about one hundred pounds sterling. 








DOMESTIC. 


(From the Missionary Herald.) 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Sixth Report 

The report commences with a 
very respectful notice of the late Pre- 
sident of the Society, and thus men- 
tions the election of a successor : 

** On his decease, (say the Mana- 
'gers,) the attention of the Board was 
| directed to the election of a suitable 
/person to be his successor. It is 
a most gratifying circumstance, that 
while the Managers felt very high 
respect and warm attachment to the 
many distinguished characters in our 
country, who have patronized and 
supported the Bible cause, there was 
one in whom all were immediately 
united. And at a meeting of the 
Board on the 6th of December, by 
an unanimous vote, the Hon. John 
Jay, of New York, was elected the 
President of the American Bible So- 
ciety.” 

Bibles printed and issued. 

There have been printed at the 
Depository of the American Bible So- 
ciety during the sixth year : 
Bibles, 





15,625 





New Testaments in English, 17,500 


; 
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‘Trustees, who are instructed to pay 


” 


New Testaments in Spanish, | 3,25) 

There have been purchased, in Ger- : 
man Bibles, 25) 
36,625 


Which, added to the number men- 

tioned in the last Report, 231,552 
make a total of two hundred and sixty- 
eight thousand one huadred and seven- | 
ty-seven Bibles and Testaments, or 
parts of the latter, printed from the 
stereotype plates of the Society in 
New York, and at Lexington, Ky. or 
otherwise obtained for circulation, 
during the six years of its existence. 

There have been issued from the 
Depository, from the 30th of April, 
1821, to the Ist of May, 1822: 


Bibles, 28,910 
Testaments, 24,506 
Gospel of John, in Mohawk, 39 
Epistles of John, in Delaware, 15 

53,470 


In the five preceding years, there 
were issued— 


Bibles and Testameats, 139,510 
Epistles of John, in Delaware, 736 
Gospel of John, in Mohawk, 102 


140,348 
Making a total of one hundred and 
minety-three thousand eight hundred 
and eighteen Bibles and ‘Testaments, 
and parts of the New Testament, is- 
sued by the American Bible Society 
since its establishment. 

Of the Bibles issued from the De- 
pository during the sixth year, there 
were, German, 393; French, 551 ; 
Gelic, 21; Welsh, 5. Of the Tes- 
taments, 1576 were Spanish, and 77 
French. 

Legacies. 

‘* The Board deem it their duty 
here to mention, that by the last will 
and testament of the late President, 
about four thousand five hundred and 
eighty-nine acres of land, in the state 
of Pennsylvania, have been left to 
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the proceeds of the same into the 
Treasury of the American Bible So- 
ciety. 

* The liberality of Dr. Boudinot 
to the National Institution bas not 
been without its iniluence as un ex- 
ample. And the Managers state, with 
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fervent gratitude, that a citizen of 
New York, after a life which had 
been marked with many acts of cha- 
rity and benevolence, in his last will 
bequeathed large sums to various re- 
ligious uses: and the name of Mr, 
John Withington is recorded as one 
of the most distinguished benefactors 
of the American Bible Society, to 
which he has left a legacy of ten 
thousand dollars.” 
Auxiliaries, 

** Further evidence of the divine 
blessing on the Society is found in the 
increase of the number of its auxilia- 
ries. More have been recognised 
during the past year than in the two 
preceding years ; and information has 
been received of aconsiderable num- 
ber which have not been recognised. 
The Board request, that, in all cases 
where a Bible Society has been, or 
may be formed, auxiliary to the Ame- 
rican Bible Society, official notice 
may be sent, without delay, to the 
Secretary for Domestic Correspond- 
ence. And they further request, that 
the regulation be carefully observed, 
that no Society can be received as an 
auxiliary unless its sole object shall 
be to promote the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, without note or 
comment, and unless it shall agree to 
place its surplus revenue, after sup- 
plying its own district with the Scrip- 
tures, at the disposal of the American 
Bible Society as long as it shall remain 
connected with it. This regulation 
does not respect the Societies not aux- 
iliary, which are referred to in the 
nineteenth article of the constitu- 
tion.” 

The whole number of Societies 
which have been recognised as aux- 
iliary to the National Society, is three 
hundred and one. 

South-America. 

The interest which has, of late, 
been excited in South America, ren- 
ders it proper that we should make 
the following extract, with which we 
shall close : 

‘The Testaments in the Spanish 
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language, which, as was stated in the 
last report, were sent to Buenos 
Ayres, have been favourably receiv- 
ed by the Cabildo of that city, and 
by their order have been delivered 
to the commissioner of schools. 

“Tt will be seen, by a subsequent 
list, that a large number of copies of 
the New Testament in Spanish, have 
been sent to various parts of South 
America, and other places, where the 
Spanish language is spoken. The 
Managers find the facility of introduc- 
ing these scriptures to be increasing, 
and the number of those who aid 
them in this work ts considerable. 
They have been assured that in one 
place, these Testaments were re- 
ceived as a most acceptable gift by a 
Roman Catholic ecclesiastic, that he 
proceeded immediately to a judicious 
distribution of them, and that he ap- 
peared to engage in this charity with 
lively pleasure. The Board feel 
grateful for the assistance with which 
they have been favoured ; and they 
are determined to embrace and to 
improve, to the utmost, every op- 
yortunity of circulating the scriptures 
in Spanish. They rejoice in the 
prospect of being thus more and more 
instrumental for the Divine glory, 
and for the good of multitudes who 
have hitherto remained ignorant of 
the oracles of God, and among whom, 
till lately, a copy of the scriptures 
was hardly to be found. As the 
truths of religion become more 
known, the desire of these persons to 
possess the sacred book will be more 
general ; and the hope may be enter- 
tained with confidence, that, in a few 
years, the New ‘Testament. and also 
the whole Bible, will obtain a vastly 
greater circulation among those who 
use the Spanish language in America 
and in the West Indies. Inthis work, 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
have already engaged with zeal and 
vigour, and they are preparing copi- 
ous editions of the scriptures for the 
Spaaish and for the Portuguese Ca- 
tholics.”” 
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EPISCOPAL Acts. 
On Tuesday the [7th inst. the new 


Rockville, Montgomery county, Md. 
was consecrated, agreeably to the 
forms of the Episcopal Church, to 
the service of Almighty God, by the 
name of Christ Church, (of which the 
Rev. Thomas G. Allen, of Rockville, 
is Rector, (by the Right Rey. Bishop 
Kemp. Morning prayer was con- 
ducted by the Rey, Wm. Hawley of 
Washington City, the declaration of 
consecration was read by the Rey. 
Mr. Weller, and an appropriate ser- 
mon delivered by the Bishop. In ad- 
ditron to the gentlemen above named, 
ithe following clergymen were pre- 
sent on the occasion: ‘The Rev. Mr. 
Read of Montgomery ; the Rev. Mr. 
| Jobns of Fredericktown; the Rev. 
Mr. M’llvaine of Georgetown; the 
Rev. Mr. Tyng of Georgetown ; ana 
the Rev. Mr. Armstrong, Rector of 
Zion Church, Montgomery. Alter 
the sermon, the Bishop administered 
the rite of confirmation to about 20 
persons. The congregation was large, 
respectable, and very attentive dur- 
‘ing the whole of the exercises. In 
the afternoon, the Rev. Mr. M’llvaine 
preached an interesting and impress~ 
ive discourse on the important sub- 
ject of a due preparation for death : 
and in the evening the Rev. Mr. Arm- 
strong concluded the exercises of the 
day with his usual excellent perform- 
ance of the service and evangelical 
strain of preaching. From the zeal 
and activity manifested by the Rev, 
Mr. Allen, and the rs of his 
: congregation, we cherisf the pleasing 
hope that much good will be done in 
that place for the great cause of our 
Redeemer and the salvation of many 
who have been engaged in this good 
work. The building is a neat brick 





edifice, and well adapted to the pur- 
poses for which it is designed; and 
the members of the Church in that 
place deserve much commendation 
for the exertions which they have 
made to promote the prosperity of the 








Church erected in the village of 
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Episcop: i) Church and advance the } the opponents of the Seminary can find 
great interests ofthe hedeemer *sking- ! to say; what materials they are obliy red 
dom. The presence of the Rev. Mr. \ to taketo c ompose a respecta! bly sized 
Reid on this occasion, who is now in || Pi amphilet, and espec ially ofc omp: aring 
his 75th year, and who is the oldest | thei ‘ir spirit, in the w hole busine Ss, 

clergyman in the Diocess, his vene-| with the spirit evinced tn all that has 
rable appearance and pious life, in- | been done on the side of the Trus- 

duced the brethren present to pay I tees. As the matter stands, inasmuch 
him that respect which was due to}; as this pamphlet will have some circu- 


! . . 
his age andcharacter. After dinner, |lation, and will be read by a few lay- 4 
at Jndge Kilgour’s, they resolved, in};men, the friends of the Semin: wy : 


testimony of their respect, to request jshoul d render sincere thanks to this 
the Bishop to present to him their}; writer (so soon as he can be found) 





great gratification in meeting him on for having set their temper, spirit, 5 
this solemn occasion, and their sin-|/and writings, in so advantageous a y 
cere regret that the infirmities of his |) contrast with his own, and for having jh 
age prevented him from taking the||furnished the people. with such ex- ‘ 
part in the exercises of the day to ‘cellent reason to conclude, from the ’ 


which his long standing in the ministry “spirit, temper, charity, candour, de- 
entitled him. Wishing him all the con- ||corum, and piety, of his pamphlet, 
solation which, as a faithful labourer || that the cause he opposes must in- 
in the vineyard of our Lord, he could!| deed be the cause of God. 

desire, and all the blessedness ot a de- — 


* 
vout servant of the Lord Jesus, and Notice. j y ’ 
that, when his earthly pilgrimage The Annual Meeting of the Edu- ~ ‘ 





should be terminated, he might be re-|| cation Society of the District of Co- 
ceived into mansions of everlasting||lumbia will be held in St. Paul's 
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t rest, they bid him an affectionate || Church, in the c ity ot Alexandria, on 
pee farewell. Phy irsday the 3tst day of October i 
Na — ‘next, at 12 o’clock. The members i 
With We have had an opportunity to|| of the Board of Managers, and the 7 
i iN peruse a pamphlet which has lately || frieads of the Society generally, are 
AH) appeared, in opposition to the Theo- ‘requested to be punctual in their at- 
vi “ logical Seminary of Maryland, enti-!/ tendance, as business of importance 
' ih tled ** Remarks on the Government) will engage their attention. 
i i} ) of the Protestant Episcopal Church || WM. HAWLEY, Sec’y. ‘ 
iF tik in the United States,’ and written by | i 
I Pe py - » 4 ; ‘ ‘2 area;n 
{ ee alayman. It would have been well|l. Aa Betcopel Church is about to be « rected : 
Ae ee a a <r in the City ot Natehez, under very favourable * 
ve a if the author had favoured some of ; auspices. ‘The proceedings of those who are 
| ie those gentlemen whose principles, | engaged in this important “work evince a zeal 
bi . . and liberality worthy of the good cause. We 
4 } res ants. Ss ¢ Qe 
; { in motives, — .... spirit, and cha- } | hope and pray that the blessing of the Lord may 
Ae " racters, he So unceremoniously at- | crown all their exertions with abundant suc- 
He wf tacks. with a copy of his work, that || cess, t the glory of our exalted Redeemer and f 
Hi i h ye be howe: tind th Salil | tine s salvation of many souls. In two days nearly 4 
iv. ) t ey might have had the privilege of} i? $12,090 were subscribed for this purpose. 
inde. tH profiting by his remarks. It would |) _ F 
H Lt have been a matter of thankfulness, | L.B.: a , Vitel ies are > om & 4 
ae alles | ; an are received, and will be 
! es on the part of those ee ntle men, Pel || considered at the next meeting of the Board. : 
ih haps, had the author published the | The author of “ Memoirs of a Minister of } 
: the Gospel” will perceive that we have made 
; some trifling alteration, which the note oa the 


culated it more extensively, that thus | firs¢ page of the manuscript seemed to author- 


| J pamphlet in a cheaper form, and cir- 
not only some of his peculiar friends, | ize. We hope that the liberty we have taken 





but society in general might have had will meet with the approbation of the writer, 


: : ; fiche and that the remainder of the narrative will be 
the opportunity of seeing whatitis that? forwarded without delay. 








